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The Cost Of Doing Business
By Evan Kramer

Election time is once again upon us and
ballots have been received in the mail for
the special districts’ election.  Ballots
must be marked and received by the
County elections division no later than
March 11, at 5:00pm.

One reminder for all the voters in the Port
Orford Cemetery District — No one filed
for two open positions.  Roxanne Compton
and Greg Gibbs who are currently on the
board failed to qualify for the ballot be-
cause of a clerical error.  They are asking
the public to write-in their names for
positions #1 and 2.

The part of this election attracting the
most attention is the race for Port of Port
Orford Commissioner, position #1.  In-
cumbent Bill Oleson is the only candidate
on the ballot for that position.  However,
last week a groundswell of support arose
for write-in candidate Rocky Raccoon.
The raccoon is a symbol of the opposition
to Bill Oleson and to the practices he has
been accused of regarding treatment of
raccoons and cats.  Please see the letters
from Debra Timmons and Robert
Courtright elsewhere in this paper and
Howard Lichtig’s letter last week.

Some facts in the matter:  Last summer
Howard Lichtig and a couple of other

people tried to alleviate the problem of
raccoons eating the strawberries in Bill
Oleson’s garden.  They worked out an
arrangement with Oleson to pay for and
install an electric fence around his garden
to keep raccoons out.

On June 12, 1996, Bill Oleson was issued
a “Wildlife Damage Complaint and Per-
mit Form” to live-trap and shoot no more
than 10 raccoons.  The permit was issued
by Oregon Department of Fish and Wild-
life employee John Toman and expired
on October 31, 1996.

I spoke with Curry County Clerk Renee
Kolen on Tuesday morning.  I asked her
if the elections division would count the
write-in votes for Rocky Raccoon.  She
told me the way it works is if the write-in
line draws more votes than the candidate
then the write-in votes will be manually
counted.  If the raccoon wins the majority
of the votes then it will be up to the Port
District to decide what to do.  Later in the
day I spoke with Port Manager Gayle
Paige.  She told me the Port District
would have to pay the cost of counting the
write-in votes if they had to be done
manually.

Raccoons are typically 18-28” long with
an additional 8 to 12” of  tail.  They weigh
12-35 lbs though chubby city raccoons
may range up to 60lbs.

Raccoons are nocturnal (active at night)
although city raccoons may be seen in the
day.  Raccoons do not hibernate.  During
cold winter months they can, and will,
stay in their den for weeks at a time
though they may emerge on warmer days.

Raccoons give birth to a litter of 3-5 kits
in January to April following a 63 day
gestation period.

Captive racooons may live up to 14 years
but those in the wild have a much lower
life expectancy, typically around 6 years.
Raccoons are solitary animals except dur-
ing mating and possibly winter.

Raccoons are omnivorous.  They eat birds,
eggs, crayfish, crabs, carrion, mammals,
fruit and berries.  They seem to have a
fondness for chickens.

Raccoons may range up to 2 miles but
normally stay within 1 mile.  The young
may disperse anywhere within 30 miles
and have been known to go as far as 165
miles (boy that one sure didn’t get along
with its folks!)  Raccoon population in the
wild may be 1 raccoon per acre to as little
as 1 per 15 acres.

The Rocky Raccoon campaign has a home
page on the Internet.  The address is
www.harborside.com/home/r/rcc/
rocky.htm.  Information about Raccoons

It’s MY planet TOO!



Come on down to the Big New Variety Store

L & R Variety
The Working Person’s Store

1819 Oregon St., Port Orford $ 332-3022

OPEN:  9:00AM-5:00PM  Every Day

Check out what we have: Some Can Goods, Dremel Tools,
Gifts, Spices, Mechanical Tools, Cleaning Supplies, Beads &
Findings, and too much to list (and lots more to put out!)

Kathleen Bell L.T.C.
Accounting and Payroll Services

Tax Preparation and Planning

Call to Inquire About Possible
Pick-up and Delivery

P.O. Box 464   29824 Ellensburg
Gold Beach, OR 97444

247-6808 247-5959(FAX)
1-800-410-6808

Tide Predictions For Port Orford - 42° 44 N 124° 30 W
Produced by “Tides & Currents for Windows” version 2.0 by Nautical Software (503) 579-1414

Sun Moon
Date Midnight to Noon Noon to Midnight Rise Set Rise Set Phase

Thu Feb 27 2:30a 7.0 8:56a 1.7 2:57p 5.7 8:42p 2.2 6:54a 6:06p 11:21p 9:46a
Fri Feb 28 3:06a 7.0 9:49a 1.6 3:56p 5.3 9:23p 2.7 6:52a 6:07p 12:19a 10:22a
Sat Mar 1 3:50a 6.9 10:50a 1.4 5:10p 5.0 10:15p 3.2 6:50a 6:08p 1:16a 11:04a
Sun Mar 2 4:43a 6.9 12:00p 1.2 6:35p 5.0 11:24p 3.5 6:49a 6:09p 2:13a 11:51a 3Q
Mon Mar 3 5:48a 7.0 1:09p 0.7 7:52p 5.3 6:47a 6:10p 3:07a 12:45p
Tue Mar 4 12:45a 3.5 6:58a 7.2 2:12p 0.2 8:53p 5.7 6:46a 6:12p 3:58a 1:45p
Wed Mar 5 2:00a 3.2 8:04a 7.6 3:07p -0.3 9:42p 6.3 6:44a 6:13p 4:45a 2:51p
Thu Mar 6 3:04a 2.7 9:06a 7.9 3:56p -0.7 10:25p 6.8 6:42a 6:14p 5:28a 4:04p

Official Weather
Provided by the City of Port Orford

Public Utilities Department

Date High Low Rain
Fri Feb 14 57 ---
Sat Feb 15 59 45 ---
Sun Feb 16 59 42 .32
Mon Feb 17 55 38 Trace
Tue Feb 18 53 43 .82
Wed Feb 19 55 37 .20
Thu Feb 20 53 41 ---
Fri Feb 21 54 40 ---

CGH Hires Nurse Anesthetist

Nurse anesthetist Dee Schacher, CRNA,
has joined the Curry General Hospital
staff, announced Millie Bird, director of
clinical services. She replaces Cyndi
Jacobi, CRNA who relocated to a hospi-
tal on Oregon’s central coast.

A nurse anesthetist provides anesthesia
services for patients during surgery, labor
and delivery and other procedures.
Schacher also assists during emergencies
as needed. She is on call 24 hours a day,
and as such, never can be out of the Gold
Beach area unless the hospital calls in a
substitute.

Schacher comes to Curry County most
recently from a 60 bed community hospi-
tal in rural Vermont where she also pro-
vided nurse anesthesia services. “We did
a lot of orthopedic surgeries there,” Dee
says, “We were located near five ski
areas.”

She grew up in Oregon, at the north end
of the Rogue Valley, and worked at Three
Rivers Hospital in Grants Pass. After
practicing nursing for more than 20 years,
she earned her master’s degree in the
anesthesia field in 1993 from the Univer-
sity of Kansas Medical Center in Kansas
City, Kansas. She received her bachelor’s
degree in nursing from Southern Oregon
State College in 1986/

Schacher says she entered the anesthesia
field because she loves a challenge and
she is very “clinically oriented.” She adds
that she also enjoys working with people,
“especially one on one which is what my
duties entail.”

When Schacher isn’t at the hospital, she
enjoys all outdoor and nature activities
and crafting custom jewelry. She and her
husband, Fred, also are interested in wild-
life rehabilitation. They have three grown
sons.

Woodruff Cited
Former Curry County Sheriff’s officer
Randy Woodruff was cited for 2 Class A
Misdemeanors in connection with a ve-
hicle accident that occurred at approxi-
mately 1:45am, February 15, when a car
he was in possession of rolled down from
Circle K and hit the front of the Richard
AuFranc office building.

Woodruff was cited for failure to perform
the duties of a driver and failure to report
an accident.



Hours:
7 am - 9 pm Every Day

Wheelhouse Restaurant
We only use top quality products.

It costs us more,
but our customers

enjoy the best

$5.25

Breakfast Special
February 27-March 5
2 Bangers (English Sausage)

2 Eggs any style &
2 pcs Toast

Howard S. Lichtig
Attorney at Law

Bankruptcy
Injuries / Accidents
Criminal Defense

Marriage - Family Law
Probate / Conservators
Oregon & CA Licenses

332 - 6060

Letter to the Editor,

Since when did the act of removing ma-
rauding raccoons from your garden have
anything to do with whether one can be a
good productive port commissioner?

Mr. Lichtig admits that when he gets a
mouse or a rat in his house, he eliminates
it. Is he God that he can say-“We kill this
animal, but not this one”?

The people who are feeding the raccoons
for their own pleasure are being illegal in
feeding wildlife, and attracting more de-
structive critters into the city to be night
bandits.

Mr. Oleson is an outstanding civic minded
citizen who is always around when some-
thing needs to be done in the area. He
doesn’t deserve this kind of ridicule, es-
pecially from someone who doesn’t even
live in Port Orford.

Mr. Lichtig’s suggestion that every one
write in ”Rocky Raccoon” in place of Mr.
Oleson, is most juvenile and suggests to
me that he has been viewing too many
Ranger Rick cartoons.

Sincerely,

Jim Parsons

Senior News
By Mary Yoder

I got to thinking - the center is open five
days a week. Do you realize someone has
to be there to answer the phone and visi-
tors questions during that time. So here
are the names of those who help: Monday
morning Beth Newkirk, afternoon Kay
Neal - Tuesday Thelma Lagace and
Bobbeta Kron, Wednesday Harold
Trimbal and Pauline Lenox - Thursday
Lyla Sarrat and Glorine Godfry - Friday
Marie Barrington and Norma Ellis. Then
Lucile Douglas fills in when some one is
not available. These people need a big
thank you right?

Thursday, February 20 the volunteers
were: Beth Newkirk, Gayle Lee, Greta
Carver, Lorraine Hass, wha5t’s his name
set up the table. Doing dishes were Jan
Dacayana and Chet Dacayana.

February 22 was the luncheon - good
food, nice crowd. There was a speaker -
who talked about parks, asked for peoples
opinion on how to update them. Then
Rusty Miller entertained us with his har-
monica did a good job. These are the
volunteers who did their part to make it so
special Jan and Chet Dacayana, Lorraine
Hass, Kay Neal, Greta Carver, Dick Cloth-
ier, Bill Butts, Clair Stahl, Peigi Stahl,
June Dennison set up the tables. Taking
care of the Rummage Dept. Henry Kron
and what’s his name. They do a good job
- lots of work. Kay Neal has been substi-
tuting as the bus driving person - nice

going Kay.

Same night February 22 - the dance. Real
nice music Jack and Ruth Champayne
sure did a good job - the kind of tunes I
like. Everyone else seemed to enjoy too.
Those making the dance, the lunch and all
else so nice were Lee Hyle, June Dennison,
Art Klima, Jan and Chet Dacayana.

There will be another dance on March 2.
Best come see for yourself.

Now March 2 is the birthday party at
2pm. and Rummage Sale from 8am till
1:30pm. Don’t have to have a March
birthday - all are welcome.

Tuesday March 4th tax aide, March 3rd
Pinochle 7pm, March 12th is board meet-
ing at 1pm. The Nutrition Committee
meets at 10am on March 4 - guess I’ve got
it all.

Will close with this. Hello is just a little
word and I hope you feel as I do. How
many times have visitors to our luncheons,
dances and other activity waited for some
one to say hello? Haven’t you ever been
in the Post Office, store or wherever and
seen a person who looked like they needed
that little word Hello? Hello only lasts for
a minute - lets use it OK?



RICHARD AuFRANC
LAWYER

ALSO: CPA INACTIVE

COMMON SENSE

LEGAL ADVICE

BUSINESS - FINANCIAL
WILLS - PROBATES

TRUSTS - REAL ESTATE
Hwy 101 at 9th St.

332-2102

Real Estate

Land & Lamb
Langlois — 348-2500

Farm Mart
Fencing $ Feed
Culvert $ Gates

Animal Husbandry Supplies

Across from Ocean Spray
347-4356

Jack Pruitt
OR Lic. #50032

(541) 332-0332
Beautification Questionnaire

By Ed & Nancy Dowdy

Results are in for the questionnaire seek-
ing initial community input for a High-
way 101 Beautification Master Plan. The
planning is expected to be funded through
a Forest Service grant. The questionnaire
was widely distributed by the Commu-
nity Response Team (CRT) and was in-
cluded in this newspaper. Of the 700 plus
copies distributed, 75 responses were re-
ceived including 26 from businesses on
101. A detailed distillation of the results
is available in the Library. Here are the
highlights:

Liked the overall vision of a tree-lined
street with green spaces using native plants
supplemented with colorful flowers: 56
yes, 6 no, 13 no response.

Entrances to town: most wanted a clear
sense of entry into the town. (See last
week’s Port Orford Today for news of the

design selection for the entrances.)

Additional concerns: appearance of busi-
nesses and residences on 101 (painting,
remodeling, more attractive signage) and
safety (traffic too fast, although police
enforcement has helped).

Ideas for carrying out the plan, once we
have it: raise funds by benefits, dona-
tions, grants, and bed tax money.

Ideas for maintaining the landscaping:
volunteers, businesses and residents for
the landscaping in front of their property,
the City. Professional oversight was sug-
gested.

Many volunteered to help develop the
plan. 34 volunteered to help pay for ma-
terials or provide in-kind contributions to
carry it out and then to help with mainte-
nance. Thanks to all of you. Everyone is
encouraged to participate to ensure that
the plan reflects the desires of the com-
munity. Come to the next CRT meeting at

7pm at the Senior Center on Thursday,
March 13 to get involved.

For further information call Ed or Nancy
Dowdy at 332-0131 or Joan or Al Geiser
at 332-6720.

Totally Awesome

You are invited to the next Langlois-Port
Orford Christian Women’s Club Lun-
cheon on Wednesday, March 5, at noon,
at the Port Orford Senior Center.  Cost for
the luncheon is $6.00.  The theme of this
month’s luncheon is “Totally Awesome”
and the special feature is “Cool Duds”
presented by Linda Tigert, owner of Fash-
ion Time in Bandon.

Entertainment is provided by Wendy
Sprague.  Her selection is entitled “Play-
ing It Cool”.

The speaker this month is Dina
Gerstenfeld.  Her talk is entitled “Living
to the Max”.  She is a former model and
hearing aid specialist.  She enjoys RVving
and will share how she went from “Model
to Modem”, “Tractor to Porsche”.

Reservations are essential and cancella-
tions necessary and can be made by call-
ing 332-5402 or 332-2765.  Preschool
childcare is provided.



Grantland Mayfield Gallery
UNIQUE HANDCRAFTED GIFTS FROM NATURAL  MATERIALS

ART WORKSHOPS BY THE SEA

GLASS BLOWER ON SITE

Studio Blown Glass $ Fine Art $ Basketry
Fibre Artists $ Jewelry $ Sculpture $ Pottery
Wearable Art $ Visionary & Native American

(541) 332-6610
Open Daily 9-5, Extended Summer Hours

246 6th St. (Hwy 101), Port Orford, Oregon

2,000 sq ft $ More than 100 Area
Artists $ Gift Shop $ Boutique

Paintings $ Pottery $ Sculpture
Studio Blown Glass

THE WOODEN NICKEL
Handcrafted Myrtlewood

Retail - Wholesale
(541) 332-5201
1205 Oregon St.

Port Orford, OR 97465

Port Orford
Family Dentistry

Is Now Open

Call now for appointment

Kevin Hardesty, DDS
332-5001

196 6th St., Port Orford
(Behind Whale Cove Restaurant)

We now
accept

Mary’s Herbs
For all your health shop needs

Full service herb & vitamin shop
Energy - weight loss - detox -

wellness - multiples, etc.
Low cost home water filtration system removes

Giardia, E. Coli, Coliform, Sediment
Phone/Mail order available. Bandon 347-9586

Recall Recall Recall
þ Judge Mickelson
þ Sheriff Denney
þ Judge Downer

Sign the recall
every Saturday and Sunday
at Fred Meyers, Brookings

from 10am to 2pm
Want to help with donations, or help in
gathering signatures? CALL 469-6846

Citizens For Better Government, 97980 Shopping Center Ave, P.O. Box 2335, Harbor, Or  97415

Letter To The Editor,

I fed corn to the deer in the state park on
Coast Guard Hill all winter.  12 to 15
knew my car and met me there every
afternoon.  It was a real pleasure and the
highlight of my day.  Now I have had to
stop because some people complained.

I will continue to help feed the jetty cats
in Gold Beach, the stray cats, raccoons
and birds here.  So many animals are
being crowded out by humans and have a
hard time.

My sympathy goes out to the complainers
who find no pleasure in feeding wild
animals.

Sincerely,
Glenn Garnand

Rural Oregon Day
By Ed McQuade

Hundreds of citizens from small towns
throughout Oregon converged on Salem
on February 13 to impress upon the gov-
ernor and legislators that rural Oregon
has not benefited from state programs to
the degree that the greater Portland area
has.

Each legislator received a packet contain-
ing a rural position paper prepared by a
committee of small town (population
under 10,000) citizens. A summary of
Port Orford’s Strategic Plan was included
in the packet along with summaries of the
plans of other small towns.

The governor told the assembled rural
visitors that he is pursuing three immedi-
ate goals: 1) adequate education, 2) ex-
panded health care, and 3) economic de-
velopment.

Teams met with individual legislators in
their offices to ask them to support Or-
egon Economic Development programs
that help rural areas in creating jobs. A
team from Brookings, Port Orford, and
Myrtle Point visited with Representative
Messerle and with Senator Tarno. Legis-
lators pointed out that Measure 47 restric-
tions and mandated prisons will force
every program to give, and no doubt the
economic activities will help keep the cut
to a minimum.

The importance of individual citizens
communicating with their legislators
about bills and issues was emphasized.
You may wish to write to our legislators,
Ken Messerle and Veral Tarno, after re-
viewing a copy of the rural position paper
in the Library. Messerle’s address is: State
Representative; Curry-Coos Counties,
District 48; Box 4; 381 State Capitol;
Salem, OR 97310. Tarno’s address is:
State Senator; SRM 214; State Capitol;
Salem OR 97310



Seagull Tax Service
Electronic Filing for Federal

Complete Tax
Return From $35
Located at corner of 11th & Rosa Rd.
P.O. Box 1410, Bandon, OR 97411

(541) 347-9041

Lee’s Mobile RV Service
Repairs, Remodel, & Dryrot Repair

Appliance, Propane & Electrical Service

New & Used RV & Marine Parts

RV & Marine Sales & Storage

“We come to you”
Milepost 280.5, Highway 101 South

Bandon, OR
347-3398

SWOCC Advisory Committee

Southwestern Oregon Community
College’s Curry County Advisory Com-
mittee will hold a business meeting on
Monday, March 3, 1997, at 5:30pm. The
meeting will be held at the SWOCC Gold
Beach Office at 29392 South Ellensburg,
on the Curry County Fairgrounds. Public
attendance and input is welcome.

Topics under discussion will be: Current
and future programming, staffing and
possible Measure 47 impacts.

When a request for an interpreter for the
hearing impaired is made at least 48 hours
prior to a scheduled meeting, the SWOCC
Curry County Advisory Committee will
make every effort to provide an inter-
preter.

The SWOCC Gold Beach Office is acces-
sible to the disabled.

Project Graduation Auction

The annual Project Graduation Auction
for Pacific High School will be held on
Saturday, March 15, 7:00pm, in the Pa-
cific High School Gym.  Admission to
this “All You Can Eat Dessert Night” is
$2.00 per student, $3.00 per person or
$10.00 per family.  All proceeds will
benefit the class of 1997’s Drug and Al-
cohol Free Graduation Party!  If you have
any questions or would like to contribute,
please call 348-2326.  Hope to see you
there.

DUII Victims Impact Panel

A DUII Victims Impact Panel will be held
in Curry County on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 26, at 7:00pm in the Brookings City
Council Chambers.

The Panel is designed to show DUII of-
fenders the tragic consequences of driv-
ing under the influence of intoxicants.
Victims who have suffered because of an
intoxicated driver tell their stories to an
audience of DUII offenders.  By hearing
a personal story, the offender can begin to
understand the pain and suffering that
often results from a DUII.

The Panel is based on similar VIP models
held in other counties.  However, it was
developed specifically for Curry County
under the direction of a community Task
Force, sponsored by the Curry County
Council on Alcoholism through a grant
from Oregon Department of Transporta-
tion.  Local victims speak and the Oregon
State Police present a brief but graphic
slide presentation.

This is an ongoing DUII prevention pro-
gram with Panels scheduled periodically
throughout the year.  The next scheduled
Panel is Wednesday, March 26, at 7:00pm,
in the Gold Beach City Council Cham-
bers.  Members of the community over
the age of twelve are invited to attend.

If you or anyone you know has been a
victim, you are encouraged to call the
Council at 247-2412.

OR Community Foundation

The Oregon Community Foundation es-
tablished in 1973, manages charitable
funds given by individuals, families, and
businesses to enhance and support the
quality of life in their communities. To-
day, the Foundation’s endowment con-

sists of 355 funds. The Foundation makes
grants through an application process that
involves local citizens in the review and
evaluation of requests for funds. Pre-
application materials are available through
the Foundation’s Portland office. Indi-
viduals or businesses interested in estab-
lishing a fund may contact the Portland
office at 621 SW Morrison Street, Port-
land, OR 97205.

Have you ever noticed how ballerinas are
always on their toes and wondered to
yourself,  “Why don't they just get taller
ballerinas?”

Bumper Sticker: "Your kid may be an
honor student, but you're still an IDIOT!"



Curry Family Medical
The medical team that cares about you.

❦

Open weekdays 9 am to 5 pm
(541) 332-3861

THE CURRY FAMILY  MEDICAL  TEAM
Philip Gosvener, PA-C

and visiting medical specialists:
Robert Bolin, M.D. oncologist/hematologist;

John Flaxel, M.D., Jon Kintner, M.D. and Dennis Ottemiller, M.D., opthalmologists;
Richard Jany, M.D. and Kenneth Freudenberg, M.D. orthopedists.

Oregon Health Plan patients welcome — both Family Care and DOCS!

Democratic Women

The monthly meeting of Democratic
women has been changed to the first
Saturday of each month henceforth.  The
meeting that was scheduled for February
22 will take place on March 1 at the Rod
& Reel Restaurant in Gold Beach at noon.

Former Curry County Commissioner Peg
Reagan will address natural resource is-
sues.

All are invited to attend.  For more infor-
mation, call 469-4215 or 247-7944.

Reader’s Theater

Reader’s Theater begins its 1997 season
this Thursday and Friday evening, Febru-
ary 27 & 28 with performances of “Doing
A Good One For The Red Man” by Jack
Sharkey at the Bookworm Bookstore in
Gold Beach.  Tickets are $3 and available
in advance.  For more information call the
Bookstore at 247-9033.

Bereavement Support Group

The regular meeting of the Bereavement
Support Group will be on Friday, Febru-
ary 28, at noon in the Spaghetti West
Restaurant (formerly Truculent Oyster),
236 6th St., Port Orford.

Letter To The Editor,
I’m writing this letter in regards to a letter
written to you about Mr. Bill Oleson.  I
have lived at my personal address for
over a year now.  My husband and I have
conversations with him regarding the
problem he has with the animals in our
area.  In these conversations Mr. Oleson
has told us both on several occasions he
traps raccoons in his yard and takes them
to the gun club where they are shot.  We
have had, due to having dogs and food is
for them. On occasion, raccoons come to
share this food. They have never done
any harm to our pets or property.  In our
opinion this is a heinous crime against our
local wildlife.

Doug and Debra Timmons

Anyone who is grieving the loss of a
spouse, child, relative, partner, or friend
is invited.  For more information, please
call Donna Smith at 332-1300 or Luana
Berens, LCSW, at Curry County Home
Health Hospice at 247-7084, 469-0405
or 1-800-535-9472.

Valerie’s Korner
by Valerie Jean Kramer

I hope you are all voting for Gary
Anderson in the 2CJ school board election
instead of for me.  As you will recall, I
have resigned to serve the district in
another capacity.  I’d like to see you all
make Gary feel welcome.  I’m sure he
will do a great job!

- - - - - - - - -
Just got a new product available for those
of you into graphics - Acer flatbed color
scanner to scan your photos, artworks, or
???  300dpi optical resolution (4800 dpi
max), million colors, Twain compliant,
includes SCSI plug & run interface card
$299.95 at The Downtown Fun Zone.



Hanneke Cassel

Ryan McKasson

Celtic Fiddle
Champions

Saturday, March 15 - 7:30pm
Port Orford Community Building

Tickets $7 in advance, $8 at the door

The Pickett Brothers

Few people in Curry County know who
Leslie A. And Robert P. Pickett were.
Their legacy was to provide the north
county with a park. They wanted the park
built for all citizens, and visitors to enjoy.
Their other request was to dedicate this
park in their name, so they could always
be remembered for the gift they gave to
our county.

On May 19, 1970 after Leslie Pickett had
passed on, Robert Pickett formed a cor-
poration known as the “Pickett Garden
Park Foundation, Inc.” In the Articles of
Incorporation, Mr. Pickett wanted the
foundation to maintain parks, museums,
swimming pools, community halls, and
such other recreational facilities or cen-
ters as the board deemed fitting and proper.
Mr. Pickett was a smart man. In the Ar-
ticles of Incorporation, he had four board
members including himself. Mr. Pickett
placed a paragraph in the Articles of
Incorporation that states; “In the event the
Board of Directors shall fail or refuse to
act within 60 days after a vacancy shall
occur, or board of directors shall be re-
duced too less than a quorum than vacan-
cies shall be filled by a member of the Port
Orford Chamber of Commerce, Port

Orford Rotary, Port Orford Lions, and
Port Orford Garden Club.” It further states;
“In the event the Corporation should ever
become defunct for any reason, then all
assets of this park would be turned over to
Curry County Oregon to be used to main-
tain a park known as the Leslie and Rob-
ert Pickett Memorial Park.”

On April 27, 1972, Robert Pickett died. In
his will he left assets to the Pickett Park
Foundation that included a 49-acre parcel
located just north of Knapp Road in North
Curry County.

On July 28, 1983, the State of Oregon,
Corporation Division dissolved the cor-
poration because the Corporation had not
filed its annual report or corrected annual
report within the time prescribed by
ORS.57.757, or had not paid any license
fee, or penalty when due.

I found out about this property by rumor.
I had heard a rumor for eight years that
there was property left for a park. I de-
cided late last year to investigate this
property, and determine if there really
was some property available for use for
recreational purposes. My idea was a
baseball field for the community. I found
the will, corporate papers, and other docu-
ments. I found through my investigation

that part of the Pickett Park property has
been leased for some time, and earnings
from the property have been used to pay
the taxes, and that the taxes have been
paid up to date by a representative of the
defunct Pickett Garden Park Foundation,
Inc. The documents I found are all public
documents, filed in Curry County or the
State of Oregon.

After reading the will and other docu-
ments, it was clear to me that something
needed to be done so the names of these
two generous men would not be forgot-
ten. I found through my investigation,
that the corporation could not be reinitiated
because of the State Corporation Law.. I
went to the four community organiza-
tions and got a representative from each.
Each of the listed organizations agreed to
provide a director in the event we could
restart a corporation. The county was
then advised of the circumstances of the
property. It is now in the commissioners
hands.

It is very apparent that Leslie, and Robert
Picket wanted a park built in their names
on the property they left to the citizens of
Curry County. Their original wish was to
have the oversight of this park by a corpo-
ration, and not city or county govern-
ment. I have circulated a petition request-
ing people to sign showing they have an
interest in restarting this corporation and
building a park. This petition is not in-
tended to take the property from anyone
who has a genuine interest in it. The intent
is to show the commissioners there is a
real interest in restarting this corporation,
and if the county acquires the land and
assets, that the corporation is restarted
and those assets given to the corporation.
The intent here is to use that property for
a park in memory of Leslie and Robert
Pickett.

Anyone interested in more information
about this property can contact me.

Mark A. Creighton
P.O. Box 45, Port Orford, OR 97465

Phone/Fax: 541-332-0149
Email: markc@harborside.com



McNair True Value Hardware
Help is just around the corner

1935 N. Oregon St., Port Orford
(541) 332-3371

Wall to Wall
Hardware

Top to Bottom
Supplies

for
Repair

Bartlett's Cafe
Sunday Mar. 2

Beef Stroganoff

Monday Mar. 3
Chicken Enchiladas

Tuesday Mar. 4
Spaghetti

Wednesday Mar. 5
Soup & San

Thursday Mar. 6
Clam Fritters

Open 5am to 8pm Every Day
Located across Hwy 101 from

The Downtown Fun Zone
in Port Orford

Sea Breeze
Florist

Vote for

Gayle Wilcox
Rural Fire Board
World Wide Wire Service

(541) 332-0445 Shop 311 6th St.
Gayle Wilcox, Owner Port Orford

World’s Finest Chocolate Sale

Driftwood Elementary School is spon-
soring a World’s Finest Chocolate sale to
raise funds for our educational needs.
Most everyone purchases chocolate at
Easter time, so this is a way they can buy
chocolate and support the local school.

We will be taking orders for four deli-
cious products.  Each sells for $3.50.

Letter to the Editor,

After reading your article on the raccoons
we were furious. We feed the little ras-
cals, and enjoy them tremendously. So
they get into things - BIG DEAL - Let’s
annihilate everyone and everything who
doesn’t act accordingly to our way of
thinking. Isn’t that a tyrants theory?

We can’t comprehend anyone having the
audacity to brag about such an inhumane,
sickening act.

Let’s all show our support for what we
believe in. There is no excuse for such a
person being allowed to serve our com-
munity.

We are voting for Rocky for Port Com-
mission #1.

Ernie and Sally Gordon

Letter to the Editor,

This letter is in support of Mr. Lichtig
regarding the killing of raccoons, be it
either legal or illegal.

My point is that every form of living
being is unique, warranting respect, re-
gardless of that beings worth to humans,
or to the damage that being may have
inflicted on human property. Humans
constantly invade and violate the non-
human community’s territory, thought-
lessly destroying habitat and life.

In order to accord other creatures recog-
nition and respect, we humans must be
guided by a moral code of action. I do not
feel that the current laws involving the
non-human community reflect a moral
code of action. The laws more accurately
reflect disregard and slaughter.

Citizens of Port Orford...the effort to elect
Rocky Raccoon is a call to examine our
moral code of action in our relationship
and coexistence with the non-human be-
ings in our community.

Killing is not an option.

Joyce Spicer-Kinney

NCFCC

The North Curry Families’ and Children’s
Center received a $10,000 grant from the
Oregon Community Foundation through
the Van Evera and Janet M. Bailey Fund,
specifically to provide board training to
develop a long range funding plan for
NCFCC. On Saturday, February 22, 1997
the NCFCC board, staff and partners are
meeting to work with facilitator Jeff
Milligan from Salem to develop the stra-
tegic plan for the next year and the next
five years. The state of Oregon and pri-
vate foundations as well as the local com-
munity have been very supportive of the
group’s efforts to maintain and expand
services available for the North County
residents. The North Curry Service  Cen-
ter houses a variety of services including
County Health Department, Mental
Health, County Correction, Oregon Em-
ployment Department and the new inter-
active computer kiosk with a touch screen
that has job information locally and
throughout the nation. Other services in-
clude the JOBS program meets at the
center, AFS food stamps, Veteran’s Ser-
vice, Home Health and Hospice, Senior
and Disabled Services, County Juvenile
services, Child Care Resource and Refer-
ral, Drug awareness efforts and more.
NCFCC has recently located their offices
in the Service Center as well, at 1403
Oregon Street (the blue Building).
NCFCC also supervises the Youth Center
project located in the A-frame in
Buffington Park.



CompLete Computer System
AMD 5x86 133 $ 16Mb EDO RAM

1.08Gb WD IDE Hard Drive* $ Acer 8x CD-ROM
Acer Soundblaster 16 compatible
Logicode 28.8 Internal Modem
14” Acer SVGA .28dp, NI, G

Plus all the stuff you expect: S3 Trio 64V+ PCI 1Mb, Speakers, 256k
pipeline cache, Panasonic 3.5” floppy disk drive, Acer 104 key keyboard,
Artech Serial Mouse & Pad, Windows 95 CD-ROM, Acer Mid-Tower
Case, Acer AP53 High Performance Motherboard. Certifications: FCC B,
ISO9000, Novell, Windows 95 and NT

* Hard drive is Factory reconditioned

Only ONE available at this price! $1,325.00

The Downtown Fun Zone
832 Hwy 101, Port Orford

(541) 332-6565 Voice or FAX funzone@harborside.com

Need a new computer?
You aorta see us!

Oven Baked Bone-In Ham Sandwich
with Navy Bean Soup

$4.50

Tuesday, March 4

Crazy Norwegians
332-8601

Letter to the Editor,

I am writing this letter to ask for your
support in the March 11, 1997 school
board election. I am running for the South
Coast Education Service District, posi-
tion 1B. The Curry and Coos County
ESD’s have recently merged, and when
districts merge, there are many areas of
concern.

I am currently serving my 25th year on

Letter To The Editor,

In strongly support Port Orford Ambu-
lance.  Please let us keep our own Port
Orford Ambulance serving us in our com-
munity.

I personally know some of the drivers and
attendants and know I can rely on them
when I need their services.  We did call
them several years ago and were so pleased
with their quick response and excellent
care.  They do care about the people here
and treat us as friends.

We must keep Port Orford Ambulance
service here to take personal care of us in
time of need.

Mary Lou Wilcox

the Pistol River Board, and I am also
finishing my 30th year as a middle school
teacher in the Gold Beach School system.
I understand budgets and resolution ser-
vices as these services relate to Curry
County students. Education in Oregon is
at risk, with shrinking dollars we must do
more with less.

I will work hard for Curry County Stu-
dents and for an equal share of ESD tax

dollars. Again, I ask for your support in
the March 11, 1997 election.

Sincerely,

Jacqueline Crook



Dr. Tom Pitchford
Office Hours:

Mon, Wed, Thu, Fri
Please call for appointment

Dr. McMakin, Chiropractor
here on Tuesdays

535A  12th  St.,  Port Orford
(in back of the Chevron station)

(541) 332-6005

We accept
Oregon Health Plan

and
All Insurances

Brian Danforth, D.D.S.

Family Dentistry

Flexible Hours

94283 Wedderburn Loop
P.O. Box 246

Wedderburn, OR 97491
(541) 247-6443

Letter to the Editor,

I am writing to ask for your vote in the
election for position #4 of the Port Orford-

Hit and Run

On Monday night, February 24, some-
time after 7:30pm, someone knocked
down a stop sign at Harbor Drive and
Highway 101 South.

They also hit my 1978 Chevrolet pickup
truck parked next to the stop sign.

If anyone saw anything or knows any-
thing about this hit and run, please notify
the Port Orford Police Department at
332-3681 or Harold Pace at 332-4103.

All information will be kept confidential.

Thank you,

Harold Pace

Letter to the Editor,

I am writing this letter to ask for your
support in the March 11, 1997 school
board election. I am running for the South
Coast Education Service District, posi-
tion 1B. The Curry and Coos County
ESD’s have recently merged, and when
districts merge, there are many areas of
concern.

I am currently serving my 25th year on
the Pistol River Board, and I am also
finishing my 30th year as a middle school
teacher in the Gold Beach School system.
I understand budgets and resolution ser-
vices as these services relate to Curry
County students. Education in Oregon is
at risk, with shrinking dollars we must do
more with less.

I will work hard for Curry County Stu-
dents and for an equal share of ESD tax
dollars. Again, I ask for your support in
the March 11, 1997 election.

Sincerely,

Jacqueline Crook

Letter To The Editor,

As the current Port Orford Rural Fire
Board members who are going off the
Board after serving 16 years each, Bill
Foster and Lu Cobb; along with Bill
McMullen who is up for election on March
11, 1997, and continuing board member

Langlois school board. There are three
other candidates for the position, and all
my opponents seem to be fine people with
numerous friends and supporters. I have
some past experience in school board
service, having been elected to the Omaha,
NE, school board twice in the ‘80’s. Those
eight years were followed by four years
on the local community college board
(the last two as chairman.) Although there
are differences between Port Orford-
Langlois and Omaha, NE, there are many
aspects of public school governance which
apply to either or both communities’
schools. While on the Omaha board, I
received the “Award of Distinction:” for
boardsmanship from the National School
Boards Association. I would appreciate
the chance to put my experience to work
for our community, and ask for your vote
on your mail in ballots.

Sincerely
David A. Wilken

Evan Kramer, we would like to endorse
Gayle Wilcox who is running for Position
#2 on the board.

She has proven herself many times in the
length of time she has been with the Port
Orford Fire Department and we feel she
will bring the same quality to the Port
Orford Rural Fire Board.

Raymond (Bill) Foster, Chairman
Lu Cobb, Secretary/Treasurer

William S. McMullen, Board Member
Evan Kramer, Board Member



Melandar
Jewelry & Gifts

Bridal Sets
20-50% Off
We doubled our

inventory for this event.

All Bridal
accessories
on sale now

Visa & Mastercard Accepted
175 2nd Street

The Continuum Building
Old Town Bandon

(541) 347-3965

CFCU
Chetco Federal Credit Union

Equal
Housing
Lender

NCUA

1000 Oregon, Port Orford (541) 332-3711

Convenient rates and terms
available - call us today!Letter To The Editor,

This letter is in regards to Mr. Bill Oleson.
We have been missing a member of our
family for over 3 months.  His name is
Sam.  When we last saw him he was
wearing a green collar with tag.  He is a
big, long haired Siamese with a lot of love
for everyone.  We never had a problem
with Sam missing until Mr. Oleson be-
came our neighbor.  The first time Sam
was missing he was gone a little over 6
weeks.  After conversations with people
we were fortunate to find him.  And of all
places he was taken in by a family across
101 from the gun club.  He had been hurt
but healed fine.  After being home for a
few months he came up missing again.  I
have had conversations with Oleson re-
garding our cats.  In these conversations
he has admitted he has taken cats to the
gun club.  He has stated to me that he had
once again taken Sam to the gun club and
this time he was shot.  To this day I’ve
found no remains either way of Sam.
Oleson has also stated to me he has been
throwing rocks at my other two cats.
Reason for this is due to him putting up a
wild bird feeder.  If he is so worried about
his berries and the raccoons why would
you want birds around that can do more
damage to the berries.  I fear for the safety
of my pets due to this. We live in a
neighborhood full of children and pets of
these children.

Debra Timmons

Philip Gosvener Honored

The Oregon Society of Physician Assis-
tants honored Port Orford physician as-
sistant, Philip Gosvener, PA-C (Physi-
cian Assistant - Certified), by naming
him PA of the Month.

Gosvener and his family relocated to Curry
County last year to practice at the Curry
Family Medical clinic on Madrona Street
just north of downtown Port Orford.

After serving 20 years in the U.S. Air
Force, Gosvener retired to Port Orford.
He is a former delegate to the House of
Delegates of the American Academy of
Physician Assistants. He has been a mem-
ber of the Oregon Society of Physician
Assistants for the past two years.

Gosvener is an experienced speaker who
is willing to talk to any group or organi-
zation about the role of physician assis-
tants in health care, medical stories from
his time in the Air Force, or any other
health related topic. In addition to his
physician assistant credentials, he is a
certified instructor in advanced cardiac
life support.

Contact him by phoning the Curry Fam-
ily Medical Clinic, (541) 332-3861.

Letter To The Editor,
One of the bidders for this area is Bay
Cities Ambulance.  They are a full time,
24 hour ambulance service.

The Port Orford Volunteer Ambulance
only has Basic Life Support.  It is manned
by E.M.T.’s who can only administer a
limited number of medications.

Bay Cities Ambulance is manned by at
least one paramedic and an E.M.T.  It has
advanced Life Support, which means the
paramedic has a much larger range of
medication at his or her disposal plus a
higher degree of training for stabilizing a
patient on their way to the hospital.

Since most critical cases go to Coos Bay
where an emergency room doctor is on
duty, not on call like Gold Beach.  It is up
to you to contact the commissioners be-
fore March 3 and let them know who you
want taking care of you on the long trip to
Coos Bay.  Your life may depend on it.

Clarence “Dan” Smith



Yummy Yarns

“Yummy Yarns” is the theme for the
monthly pre-school story time to be held
at 10:30am Friday, February 28, at the
American Legion Hall next to the Com-
munity Building. Designed for children
aged 3 to 5, this month’s stories will deal
with foods and eating.

A simple craft will be done with the
children and a nutritious snack will be
served after stories. If you need a ride for
your child, call the Port Orford Library,
332-5622, or stop by and leave your name
and address.

Prepare To Rock

Antique Dog prepares to rock at Katz
Juice and Java on Friday, February 28.
The band plays live loud hard rock origi-
nals which are not for the squeamish.
This show has not yet been rated.  No
covers, no country and no requests.

Letter to the Editor,
In my two years of living here the best
part has been the wildlife I’d get to see up
close and personal. Bear, deer, raccoon.
The raccoons were coming around the
house so much I thought I’d try to get a
little more personal. I bought some cheap
dog food and started putting a bowl out
every night. It was gone every morning.
Now I can actually go out and converse
with them while they eat. Quite enjoyable
I’’ say and so do my kids.

Dona Bennett

Letter to the Editor,
I support Howard Lichtig’s letter in last
weeks Downtown Fun Zone weekly news-
paper.

Rocky Raccoon is a legitimate write in
candidate for Port Commissioner #1 and
I will vote for him. His votes will literally
be counted. A vote for Rocky Raccoon is
a vote for all things decent.

Sharon Bazor

Letter To The Editor,

Regarding Rocky Raccoon for Port Com-
missioner.  I personally have no proof of
Bill Oleson trapping raccoons and taking
them to the gun club and shooting them.
On February 24 at the side of the Post
Office I made no accusation that he was.
I did offer literature supporting Rocky
Raccoon and suggested to people to read
about the raccoons in the newspaper.
However, had the topic of raccoons never
arose I still would not have voted for Bill
Oleson for Port Commissioner.  Rocky
Raccoon conveniently offers me a ficti-
tious name to write in for port commis-
sioner whom I do support.

Jack Pruitt

Thanks

Rags has not been found. We would like
to thank all the friends and strangers who
have tried to help us find our dog.

Dick Jamieson
Hege Bakken



Continued on next page

REAL ESTATE & RENTALS

HOUSE FOR SALE 3 bedroom, 2 bath,
nice comfortable 90x90 lot, RV parking,
double garage, 628-20th, (541) 332-1655.

FOR RENT; LANGLOIS , 3 bedroom
older home, newly redecorated, 1 acre
with creek, 2 greenhouses, $485/mo., no
smokers.  347-2817.

SERVICES

BANKRUPTCY, DIVORCE, W ills,
Trusts, Deeds, - Join our list of satisfied
customers. For a low cost, sensible non-
lawyer alternative, call Summer Rain
Services, 347-9196.

DANNY’S LAUNDROMAT  open (7)
days a week. You wash or we wash.
Attendant on duty. Located between 10th
& 11th St. in Bandon.

TREES! TREES! TREES! Danger trees
our specialty. Tree topping, limbing and
removal. Free estimates. 347-2817 night
or day.

CELLULAR SAVINGS  with Ramcell -
free activation free $50 credit free 30
minutes. Call Cheryl Williams local 530-
2330 for information or sign up.

COUNSELING  for individuals, couples
& families - Ernest Thayer,  counselor for
20 years maintains a practice in Port
Orford & Bandon. All issues including
relationships, parenting, depression &
abuse. Sliding fee scale (sorry no insur-
ance). Call for a free confidential
assessment. 332-3210.

AL-ANON EVERY Thursday from
11am at 1215 Wyoming, Port Orford,
OR. Open meetings.

JOHN B. HOUSER, Barber-Hairdresser,
553 - 19th Street, Port Orford, 332-2050.
Hours Tues. Thru Fri. From 9 to 5 and
Sat. 10 till 2.

JUST ARRIVED:  vegetable and flower
seeds, stationary supplies and more gift
items. L&R Variety, 1819 Oregon St.,
Port Orford.

PORT ORFORD DISCOUNT Drug
Reliable service, reasonable pricing. We
carry cards and gift items and can process
your film. 755 N. Oregon St..332-1100,
Fax 332-0120.

SWEET ANNIE’S NURSERY  cel-
ebrates the 1997 season with new hours:
Tuesday thru Saturday from 10 - 6. 47338
So. Floras Lake Loop in Langlois. 348-
9989.

CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING  in
Port Orford - Call for information 348-
2812 or 332-6565 ask for Carol.

PLANTS! RHODIES, FUCHSIAS ,
pansies, petunias, and more: Coastal Gar-
dens Nursery now open 9-5 - Tuesday
thru Saturday, Arizona St. near dump.
332-9018.

CARPETS DIRTY?  Need Janitorial
Services? Call Sunrise Carpet Cleaning!
Residential and commercial, licensed and
insured. Free estimates. Call Cliff at 347-
3164.

GARAGE SALES

BIG SALE QUONSET hut on Hwy.
101, Langlois. Sat. 3/1 from 10am till ?
Tools - tools and lots more.

GARAGE SALE Sat. March 1, 8am to
4pm at 314 - 20th St. Lots of great stuff.
Rain or shine!

FLEA MARKET:  Three dozen sellers!
Everything, including the kitchen sink!
House and property for sale too. Con-
signments welcomed. Come by. 1160
Idaho St.(behind Chevron) Sat. And Sun.
10am - 3pm. John 332-9585.

GARAGE SALE:  Sat. 3/1/97. 6hp chip-
per, table saw, RV generator, band saw,
electric motors ½ to 3hp., tools, house-
hold, plants and more 2 ½ miles north of
Port Orford on Nicholson Dr., 332-0385.

MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE SEASONED firewood by
the cord. Call 332-9031.

APPROXIMATELY 20’X50’  commer-
cial lease space available April 1st. Hwy.
101 in town. Call 332-1871.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY BEBO!  Your 105
(Doggie years)! Thanks mom, for feed-
ing me Solid Gold Holistic dog food and
your Sunrider Ginseng’s. One Ginseng
capsule equals one whole root. Available
at Rising Sun behind Chevron. Pina
Colada herbal shakes $1.50.

FOUR DRAWER CHEST, all wood
nice condition $50. Also queen size chan-
nel - quilted bedspread, forest green moiré,
custom made $40. 332-0127.

MINT CONDITION  Harvard Pool
Table. Bought for $1,029, will sell $800.
Snug top pop-up bed cover, black $250,
fits small truck, Ford Ranger type.

FOR SALE NORDIC RIDER  pur-
chased 2 months ago, took ill the next
day! Must sell asking price $250 ($100
below purchase price) call 332-0142.

COFFEE FACT - How do you stop an
asthma attack? Drink a cup of coffee...so
states the Doctor’s Book of Home Rem-
edies. The “Rise n’ Shine” drive-up coffee
truck is now serving “Café Mam” 100%
organic Espresso and coffee.

1977 DATSUN B-2-10. Runs good, good
body, good tires $600 OBO 332-9104. 10
speed bicycle $25. Looking for a used
generator 1500 w or less call 332-9104.



Classified Ads
Continued from previous page

IDAHO ST. FLEA MARKET : We
welcome your consignment items. You
make money! Established sales record,
regular buyers every weekend. Space
available now. Moving sales, estate sales
handled. 1160 Idaho St., Saturday & Sun-
day 10am - 3pm. John 332-9585.

FOR SALE 12 cubic ft. upright freezer
$125. Evenings after 5pm.332-9032.

HAM RADIO TRANSCEIVER  -
Kenwood TS-440SAT 160-10Meters,
200W PEP, built-in automatic antenna
tuner, with SSB & CW crystal filters
installed, CW key, headphones, power
supply - $975 fob Port Orford, OR. Valerie
AA7FB (541) 332-6565.

L&R VARIETY  open 7 days a week
9am-5pm. Something for everybody:
gifts, collectibles, tools, books, knives &
jewelry. Good prices. 1819 Oregon St.,
Port Orford.

BALLROOM DANCING  every Friday
night! Lessons 6 to 7pm. Dance to great
CD’s 7 - 11pm. “Grand Ballroom” at the
Old City Hall, 375 Central Ave., Coos
Bay. Call 347-9000.

CHECK OUT  our new posterboard at
the Downtown Fun Zone.

BEN’S THRIFT STORE  in Bandon
needs your donations. Pick up every week
in Port Orford. All profits go to animals.
347-3492 or 347-2817.

SATELLITE RECEIVER  for a big dish.
Panasonic C2000A w/infrared remote
$75. 332-6565.

MINI STORAGE/U-HAUL . 200+ stor-
age units, 150+ climate controlled.
Airport-U-Stor, across from Ocean Spray
347-4356 .

To the Editor:

I have lived on the shore of Garrison Lake
for nearly 30 years and monitored. the
many kinds of beautiful wildlife which
also live here and around the surrounding
wetlands. Hundreds of other citizens also
take great pleasure in watching God’s
critters, this is one of the great benefits we
have here in Port Orford. Anyone, not
wishing to SHARE the community envi-
ronment with the animals that are here
should consider moving to a large city
that does not offer this unique pleasure
and opportunity.

Unfortunately, many of these animals
that have been seen on a daily basis,
started disappearing at an alarming rate
last year. People began calling me, about
this problem. Then an outraged member
of the Gun Club, told me that Bill Oleson
had killed 6 or 8 raccoons and was brag-
ging about it. Other people came fore-
word and told similar stories. At this
point, as far as I was concerned, it was all
hearsay. However, the credibility of these
people was so great an investigation was
started. I called the police chief Barney
Issel, the county trapper, the state police,
the humane society, etc. All said we
needed proof. I talked with Howard
Lichtig and he wrote a letter to Oleson. In
the meantime, Barney went to Oleson and
told him, if he did not get a permit to kill
the animals he would probably get into
trouble because it was upsetting too many
people. Oleson immediately applied for
and received a permit by telling John
Toman of Dept. Fish & Wildlife that
raccoons were destroying his property
and that he did not want ANY animal on
his land as it was “an invasion of his
privacy”. Everything that I am saying, is
documented in writing and/or first person
communication. As a result of Howard’s
letter, Oleson responded and invited us to
come to his property in an attempt to
solve the “problem”. Five of us were
given a tour by Oleson. He bragged about
his beautiful flowers, his strawberry plants
which were loaded with berries, etc. NO

Sixes Grange #856

Sixes Grange #856 will hold its monthly
business meeting on Monday, March 3, at
7:30pm, at the Grange Hall next to the
Sixes Store.  No pot-luck is planned.

WHERE DID WE EVER SEE ANY
EVIDENCE OF ANIMAL DAMAGE
OF ANY KIND. Nevertheless, in good
faith and in hopes to stop the animal
killing, (which Oleson directly to our
faces admitted he was doing) we agreed
to pay for and install a small mammal
electric fence wherever Oleson wanted it.
Oleson told us it would only be needed
around the strawberries, but he would
CONTINUE to trap and kill UNTIL the
fence was installed. We ordered the sup-
plies and a week or so later, set up a time
that was convenient for Oleson and in-
stalled it under HIS supervision and to his
satisfaction.

After we had completed the job, Oleson
told us that we were stupid to use our time
and money for this project. Because he
intended to CONTINUE to trap and kill
the animals! He also stated that his friends
would too. I guess birds of a feather flock
together. It is no longer hearsay to me, I
was there and I will not be intimidated by
threats.

One last thing. The Port and Commercial
Fishermen: Folks, these guys and gals are
the most dedicated, hardest working
people you can find anywhere. They are
very tough, but they have the biggest
warmest hearts of any people I know and
everyone of them will go to the aid of any
Person or Animal that has been hurt,
abused or needs help. And this, if for no
other reason, is why MY write in vote,
completing the arrow is for ROCKY
RACCOON for Port Commissioner posi-
tion #1.

Respectfully,

Robert C. Courtright
Fish & Wildlife Biologist

For the ethical treatment of People and
Animals



Your Smile is Our Only Business

P-T-L Denture Service
Curry County’s First Licensed Denturist

Replacement Dentures $345 ea
Relines $ Teeth replaced
Repairs while you wait

Insurance gladly accepted
24 hour answering service

M-W 9-5 $ Thu. 9-12

(541) 469-6621
553 Chetco (hwy 101)

Brookings 97415

Everything for the Builder!

Western Builders Supply, Inc.
Ready Mix Concrete $ Lumber $ Plywood $ Paint
Builder’s Hardware $ Concrete Products $ Gravel

Doors $ Windows $ Plumbing $ Electrical
Insulation $ Paneling $ Sheet Rock

92778 Knapp Road, Port Orford, Oregon
332-4161 Sales $ 332-4803 Concrete $ 332-4902 FAX

Ready Mix Concrete
Serving Southwestern Oregon

Since 1940

Insulate Industries, The Leader

In Vinyl Window Technology.

The Ultimate  Decking

The Cost of Doing Business
Continued from Front Cover

in general may be found starting at http:/
/www.loomcom.com/raccoons/ and ad-
ditional material can be found with any
search engine by looking for “raccoon”.

I spoke with Bill Oleson early Tuesday
evening.  I asked him if he had been
trapping and shooting raccoons or house-
hold pets.  Oleson told me “I haven’t
killed any raccoons nor any household
pets”.  He said he hasn’t done anything
wrong.  He said the raccoons he had
trapped he had released alive.  Oleson
complained about receiving many phone
calls at his home from people who were
hanging up.

I can sympathize with anyone who has
suffered damage from wild animals.  The
damage count around our house is at least
six chickens killed, dogs, raccoons and
possum eating cat food intended for our
outdoor cats, and destroyed bird feeders.
But I look at as if it was the cost of doing

business.  We live in a rural area sur-
rounded by forests, pastures, wetlands
and rivers.  We’re going to come in con-
tact with wild animals whether they are
raccoons, skunks, coyote, cougar or bear.
It has never occurred to me to get a permit
to trap and kill the raccoons that have
helped themselves to several chicken din-
ners along with many helpings of cat food
not intended for them.  I feel the obliga-
tion is on me to protect my livestock and
cat food.  I could have built a roof over my
chicken yard and I could take the cat food
in at night.  One thing I don’t do, and this
is where I differ from many other people
who appreciate and respect animals, is
that I don’t feed or attract them to my
property.  I prefer chance encounters
whether it’s a deer wandering through my
yard, a bear ambling across Elk River
Road or a beaver busy at work building a
dam.  Each to his own.

I voted for Rocky Raccoon for port com-
missioner position #1.  I don’t expect the
masked furry one to win and be seated on

the port commission.  This vote is a
statement on how some of us want to treat
our friends in the animal kingdom.  After
all they can’t speak for themselves.


