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Council Hires Mike Murphy
By Evan Kramer

The Port Orford City Council met on
Monday night with council president Jim
Campbell presiding in the absence of
Mayor Jim Auborn. Campbell announced
that the council had hired Mike Murphy
as the new city administrator in a unani-
mous vote. This action was taken on
Friday, April 14. Campbell said he felt
the city had a very good individual for
the job. Murphy currently works as the
Curry County Director of Emergency
Services. He has given his two week
notice and will begin working for the city
on May 1. Murphy attended Monday
night’s meeting and said he “looks for-
ward togetting in and making good things
happen.”

Port Orford Volunteer Fire Department
Chief Gayle Wilcox presented the coun-
cil with the department’s quarterly re-
port. Councilor Steve Abbott asked her
about maintenance logs for the depart-
ment’s equipment. Wilcox responded that
they have logs for each vehicle and have
hired a new person to maintain the vehi-
cles. There are 20 volunteer fire fighters
in the department of which six are new
volunteers going through training. The
training classes are held in conjunction
with members of the Sixes and Langlois
fire departments.

Curry Transfer and Recycling Manager
Pete Smart presented the council with
the company’s annual request for a rate
increase. They are allowed the equiva-
lent of the CPI increase for the year
which would have been a 3.8% increase
but asked for a 3% raise. Councilor Ed
Beck asked Smart about the placement
of CTR dumpsters on city rights-of-way
and Smart told him he would look into it.
Councilor Carl Eskelson made a motion
to approve the CTR rate increase of 3%
and it passed unanimously.

Under citizen’s concerns the council
heard a presentation from Bill Hawkins
representing the Port Orford Communi-
ty Ambulance (POCA). He began by
congratulating the council on their fan-
tastic decision for city administrator.
Mary Loan, financial advisor to POCA,
had written a letter to the council repre-
senting PO Ambulance regarding the
deteriorating conditions of the ambu-
lance bay doors. Hawkins told the coun-
cil the doors need to be replaced and the
POCA has been told they are unfixable.
Hawkins estimated the cost of replacing
the current doors with insulated steel
doors at $3,000. Fire Chief Gayle Wil-
cox explained to the council the necessi-
ty of fixing the doors. She said they are
semi-automatic and when the ambulance
leaves on a call the doors come down to

close but then go back up again. She said
this delays response time by a couple of
minutes. The crew can’t leave the ambu-
lance bay until the doors are down and
locked. Councilor Milton Finch made a
motion to put the doors out for bid and
approve the bidding process and get the
job done as soon as the city can get the
money. The motion passed 6-0.

Police Chief Mark Creighton thanked
councilor Jerry Steinhorst for a donating
a shotgun to the department. Creighton
announced that he had promoted officer
Scott Halse to Sergeant that day. Creigh-
ton then handed out a letter to the council
regarding a situation that occurred in
Port Orford on Thursday April 13 when
police officers Scott Halse and John Fink
responded to a silent alarm of a robbery
in progress at Chetco Credit Union. At
the time of the alarm Creighton was in
Coos Bay but in contact via radio and cell
phone with his department. At one point
during the incident Officer Halse noti-
fied Creighton that there was no robbery
in progress and that it was a false alarm.
A patron had come out of Chetco and
informed Halse that there was no rob-
bery in progress in the bank. Halse was
told by Creighton to contact the bank
manager and have that person make con-
tact with the police. Despite this Curry

Here Come da Judge!
Congratulations Howard Lichtig
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County Sheriff Mark Metcalf and other
sheriff deputies continued to respond to
the scene in a Code 3 mode (high speeds
with lights and sirens) Creighton said the
Sheriff disregarded Creighton’s request
that the action be called off. Creighton
said Metcalf’s actions reflected very poor
judgement in overruling the local depart-
ment. Creighton said he didn’t want this
to happen again and told the council he is
the chief law enforcement officer for the
city. He said some very inappropriate
things were done that he called kinder-
garten stuff.

Councilor Ed Beck gave a public works
subcommittee report. He said the city did
not receive the culvert grant it had re-
cently applied for. He said that under
rumor control it is not true that there will
be a moratorium on water hook ups after
50 more houses are connected to the
system.

The monthly public works report showed
6.086 million gallons of water pumped
from the Hubbard Creek reservoir and

that the city distributed 5.107 million
gallonsof water.Thecitybilled 2,658,700
gallons in March but 2,448,300 gallons
of water were unaccounted.

Grey Podorean representing the Podor-
ean Family Trust presented the council
with a letter regarding the old city jail
property which the trust owns. He said he
wanted to move forward on the project
which includes a street vacation of Eighth
Street and a lot partition splitting the jail
off from the lot. The City would get the
jail and a small amount of property adja-
cent to it and the trust would get half of
Eight Street to a length of 150 feet.
Podorean said he wanted to revisit the
issue and do a center line vacation which
would have given the trust and other
adjoining property owner 30 feet of Eight
Street with the middle 20 feet held in city
hands. Councilor Abbott made a motion
to have the city pursue three bids for a
survey for the lot partition and have the
city planning department start the street
vacation process. The vote was 5-0 with
Ed Beck abstaining.

The council passed Resolution 2006-20
unanimously. It authorizes the accep-
tance and disbursement of several grants
to the Port Orford Police Department.

The council passed Resolution 2006-21
authorizing a supplemental budget trans-
fer of money to the police department.

The council voted 6-0 on Resolution
2006-22 allowing the City to have an
agreement with Sterling Savings Bank
so city utility customers may set up auto-
matic pay plans for their water/sewer
bills.

The council voted to approve Resolution
2006-23 accepting the proposal of Rich-
ard P. Turi to administer the construction
of the new Port Orford Public Library.

Seven city employees recently voted to
be represented by the Teamster’s Union.
Councilors Finch and Abbott met on
Monday morning with the Teamster’s
representatives and began negotiating
the contract with the city employees for
the next fiscal year.





SIXES RIVER LAND COMPANY
For property on the Southern Oregon Coast, stop by, call, or visit us on our NEW WEB SITE at:

WWW.SIXESRIVERLANDCOMPANY.COM
See these Great Deals on the web!

Call for an appointment
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New Listing!

Port Orford/Ninth Street
2 BD, 2 BA Home and 2 BD, 1 BA Studio

This sweet property is located in a neighborhood of historical
homes and is approximately 1050 feet from the entrance to the
beach! Zoned commercial, it is fit for a number of outright uses
or continue the trend and keep it as a rental. One two-storyhome
with traditional river-rock fireplace and a separate studio are

included in the sale. Close to everything you love
about the coast of Oregon! $191,000. #376

We are now proud members of NAR and RMLS

Highway 101
(across from Battle Rock Park)

Port Orford, OR 97465

541-332-8400
Toll Free: 1-888-291-8275

Broadband is Coming!
by Dana Amarisa

A local group has been working hard to
bring high-speed internet to local homes
and businesses by 2007. Scotty Auble,
Ed McQuade, andValerieKramer formed
non-profit CurryISP, Inc. specifically to
make broadband a reality.

“Telecommunications companies can’t
make much profit offering broadband in
a town our size, so I realized that if we’re
going to have high-speed internet here,
we’re going to have to do it ourselves,”
Auble said.

With hundreds of hours of research and
planning under their belts, now Curry-
ISP is focusing on funding. McQuade
explained, “It’s going to take help from
our community and grants from outside
to build this network. This is about the
long-term economic and cultural vitality
of our town, about engaging with the rest
of the world on a level footing, say in an

Rotary Club News

Port Orford Rotarian Dave Holman, “a
not so civil engineer,” presented a classi-

internet business or getting a college
degree without leaving home,” he said.

The $200,000 USDA Community Con-
nect grant that CurryISP is applying for
requires volunteers, donations for match-
ing funds, and letters of support from
locals and businesses, due May 15th. As
part of the grant, CurryISP will provide
a Community Access Computer Center
and free broadband to the library and the
City of Port Orford.

Please make a tax-deductible donation to
CurryISP at Chetco Federal Credit Union;
write a letter of support addressed to
CurryISP, Inc, PO Box 49, Port Orford
or to letters@curryisp.com; and offer to
volunteer by calling Auble at 332-0530,
Kramer at 332-6565, or McQuade at
332-4003, before May 15th.

fication talk at the April 13 meeting of
the Rotary Club. He describes his life
was “an attempt to be civil while engi-
neering: or a tale or romance, intrigue
and adventure spanning a lifetime.”

Dave credits his father, an employee of
California Department of Transportation
(CALTRANS), for an interest in survey-
ing and construction. His dreams of be-
ing a civil engineer were delayed by
acquiring a spiffy automobile in high
school and falling in love with his Bar-
bara who later became Mrs. Holman.
Nonetheless, Dave began his engineer-
ing career at CALTRANS and managed
to complete his education and engineer-
ing exam. He joined (and later rejoined)
Portland Cement for much of the remain-
der of his career. Dave remembers his
four years in Abu Dhabi, United Arab
Emirates as one of the most enjoyable
times of his life. Dave and Barbara re-
tired to Port Orford. Dave is an active
member of Rotary and serves on the City
of Port Orford Planning Commission.





Georgia An Independent Thinker
Working for:
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Nowlin for County Commissioner

Sea Breeze
Florist

World Wide Wire Service
(541) 332-0445 Shop 311 6th St.
888-484-2234 (toll free) Port Orford

“Flowers are like human
beings. They thrive on a
little kindness.”

- Fred Streeter

STORE CLOSING
Sale April 17 thru 30

All Inventory, Candles, Incense, Greeting Cards, Shirts,
Hats, Displays, Shelving, Registers, Supplies, Etc.

Discounts to 50%
Cash or Credit Card only.

Coast Candle Hwy 101 South
Port Orford 332-1023

Paid for by Georgia Nowlin for Commissioner

We can now do

Custom Laser
Engraving

on Myrtlewood, Redwood, & Port
Orford Cedar or bring your own
wood. Call for more information.

THE WOODEN NICKEL
www.oregonmyrtlewood.com

1205 Oregon St. (541) 332-5201

Garrison Lake Session
by Jay Stoler

The Garrison Lake Restoration Commit-
tee will meet on Thursday, April 20, at
5:30 pm in the Council Chambers at City
Hall. This is a public input meeting and
anyone with visions for Garrison Lake
for the next ten years is encouraged to
attend the meeting and share.

There will be also be a special presenta-
tion from Mary Pfauth and Rich Miller
from Portland State University Center
for Lakes and Reservoirs. They will be in
town to study the Lake and make a pre-
sentation.

The Visioning session will be lead by
Amy Wilson who is currently the USDA
Coordinator for the Southwest Oregon
Resource Conservation and Development
Council in Grants Pass. Amy will be
leading an hour-long facilitation on the
community vision for Garrison Lake in

Marine Training

Under the auspices of Alaska Marine
Safety Education Association (AMSEA)
the Coast Guard will present a two-day,
hands-on workshop for commercial

the next ten years. This is an opportunity
for lakeside residents as well as other
interested and concerned citizens to be
heard.

There will also be a “walk around” Gar-
rison Lake by the Southwest Oregon
Resource Conservation and Development
Council the next day, Friday, April 21, at
11am. The walk will start at City Hall
and is open to the public.

The Garrison Lake Restoration Commit-
tee is under the auspices of the Port
Orford Watershed Council and meet for
their regular meeting the third Wednes-
day at 5:30pm, right before the Water-
shed Council. Visit www.Garrison
Lake.org for more information.

fishermen in Port Orford Mon May 15
and 16. The workshops are free for
commercial fishers. Students enrollment
limited to 20 per workshop.

Participants will practice with emergency
equipment that should be onboard any
commercial fishing boat or other sizeable
vessel - PFDs, life rafts, immersion suits,
EPIRBs, fire extinguishers. They will
learn and practice emergency procedures
like man overboard retrieval, abandoning
ship, fire fighting and flooding control.

Mariners who have already taken the
course are encouraged to attend again to
refresh their skills. A study by NIOSH
determined that after five years, the
effectiveness of training in reducing
fatalities declines significantly.

For additional information or to register,
contact Brian Marotta at (541) 888-1416
(24 hour message line) All calls returned
same day or next.



‘Sometimes a Picture is Worth a 1,000 Words’

Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative

Base Electric Business Operating Results
Profits and Losses In Millions of Dollars by Year

Re-Elect Dale Thomas a Credentialed Cooperative Director

District 3 – Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative

Together, we can build an even better electric cooperative for the future

-3

-2

-1

0

1

2

3

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Dale Thomas
Elected to

CCEC Board

Revised Board &
New Management
Work in Concert

for Change

57%
of Margins
returned to
Members in
December

2005

Debt increased from
$11 Million in 1999 to
$30.7 Million in 2004.

Debt is now being
reduced each year.


