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H1N1 Flu Shots Available
By Evan Kramer

We received the following public ser-
vice announcement from the Curry 
County Health Department.

The Curry County Health Department 
will hold a flu clinic on Thursday, De-
cember 3, at the Port Orford Senior Cen-
ter, 1536 Jackson Street. The clinic will 
be open from 10:00am to noon and from 
1:00-2:00pm. The Health Department 
will bill Medicare, Regency Blue Cross/
Blue Shield of Oregon and the Oregon 
Health Plan. Those people with Medi-
care, Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Oregon 
or Oregon Health Plan there will be no 
cost to you (free). If you have no insur-
ance or another insurance there will be a 
$30 admit fee. The Health Department 
will provide you with a receipt so that 
you may submit it to your insurance 
company.

The Health Department will have pneu-
monia vaccine available for $55. Please 
check your record to see if you have had 
one.

H1N1 vaccine is available to persons six 
months to 64. The Health Department 
will bill your insurance. There will be 
no charge for persons who can not af-
ford the vaccine.

The Health Department is asking for a 
donation of canned foods which will be 
given to local food banks.

To avoid catching the flu, the Health De-
partment advises the following:

Wash your hands frequently

Try not to touch your eyes, nose, or 
mouth

Cover your mouth when you cough or 
sneeze (but NOT with your hand!)

Avoid close contact with ill people.

Stay home when you are sick

Seniors who haven’t had a pneumococ-
cal vaccination should get one now. 
Pneumonia is a serious complication of 
the flu.

Crab Season Underway

The 2009-10 Oregon Dungeness Crab 
Season is underway and got off to a 
smoother start than in many other years. 
The fishermen and fish buyers came up 
with an agreed on price by Wednesday, 
November 25. Crab fishermen were al-
lowed by state law to set their crab gear 
on Saturday, November 28. The Port of 
Port Orford was a busy working port 
that day as nearly every fishing boat was 
off the dock and in the water by that af-

ternoon. Fishermen loaded their pots on 
the boats and left port to set them.

The first pull of crabs is allowed under 
state law at 12:01am on Tuesday, De-
cember 1. Look for a lot of activity at 
our port that day and in the following 
days and weeks. At 8:00am on Decem-
ber 1 no crab had been delivered but 
there were only five fishing boats on the 
dock with the other 22 out to sea. There 
are 27 fishing boats parked on the dock 
and about a dozen in the Boneyard. The 
first boat in at the Port on Tuesday mid 
morning was the Taru Maru. It is one 
of 16 Port Orford fishing boats whose 
owners sell their crab to Hallmark Fish-
eries.  The other crab fishermen sell to 
Norcal Fisheries which keeps the crab 
alive and sells to markets in the San 
Francisco Bay area.

Hallmark Fisheries manager Tony Cot-
ter said after the first boat came in on 
Tuesday that the crabs look good and 
the mood was upbeat for the crab sea-
son this year. There are no limits on how 
much crab they fish processors will buy 
and the weather is cooperating this year. 
Hallmark ships the crab to their process-
ing plant in Charleston where they are 
cooked and cleaned and end up sold 
whole, in pieces, or canned.

Ho, ho, ho! It’s Holiday Bazaar 
Weekend in Port Orford!

http://mydfz.com/dfz.htm
mailto:valerie@mydfz.com
 mailto:evan@mydfz.com
http://www.mydfz.com/dfz-pot.htm
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LAW OFFICE
Frederick J. Carleton

Shala McKenzie Kudlac
Now in Port Orford

Tuesday and Thursday
Call 332-0826 anytime

Monday thru Friday

Seaside Plaza
1320 Oregon Street Suite A

Gifts & Thrifts
9-1 & 3-5

Wed - Sun

572  14th St.
332-0933

Duds-N-Suds
Laundromat

20, 30, & 40lb  
Dexter machines

Mon-Fri ......6am-9pm
Sat-Sun .......7am-9pm

Crab Season Underway
Continued from Page 1

Tide Predictions For Port Orford - 42° 44.735 N 124° 30.832 W
Produced by “WXTide32” version 4.7 by Michael Hopper - http://wxtide32.com

 Thursday    Friday      Saturday     Sunday      Monday     Tuesday    Wednesday
   12-03       12-04       12-05       12-06       12-07    LQtr 12-08     12-09  
H0045  6.5  H0132  6.5  H0220  6.6  H0310  6.7  H0400  6.9  H0450  7.1  H0539  7.4
L0528  3.7  L0619  3.7  L0714  3.7  L0817  3.6  L0928  3.3  L1048  2.9  L1208  2.3
H1124  9.0  H1211  8.8  H1302  8.4  H1358  7.8  H1502  6.9  H1617  6.1  H1744  5.5
L1841 -1.8  L1928 -1.7  L2016 -1.4  L2105 -0.8  L2154 -0.0  L2246  0.8  L2340  1.7

The crab season runs from December 
1 to August 15 with most of the crabs 
caught in the first two months of the 
season.

The Port of Port Orford keeps statis-
tics for the crab catch and for all over 
types of fish and mollusks. For 2008 the 
Port counted landings of crab totaling 
876,673 pounds with 397,388 pounds 
of crab landed in December of that 
year. Poundage wise the most amount 
of fish landed at the Port of Port Or-
ford in 2008 goes to the sablefish (also 
known as black cod) of which there 
were 1,030,577 pounds landed. The fish 
is more popular in Japan than the United 
States but is growing in popularity in 
this country as people give it a chance.

Message from the Chief
By Marvin Combs

A few weeks ago, I alerted the business 
owners that we would be contacting 
them to obtain their after hours emer-
gency contact information. We have 

almost completed obtaining this infor-
mation and I want to thank everyone for 
their cooperation and responsiveness.

As many may already have noticed, the 
Police Department is in the process of 
hiring a second full-time Police Officer. 
The announcement will close at the end 
of December and we will move forward 
with the rest of the hiring process to 
include interviews, testing, and back-
ground investigations. Hopefully, we 
will have another employee on board 
within a few months.

Thanks to the City Administrator and 
City Council, the Police Department 
will be upgrading their computer records 
management software over the next few 
months. This software will provide us 
with better investigative abilities and 
the ability to respond to public records 
requests in a timely manner. The time it 
will save officers and reserves in report 
writing will also be substantial.

A summary of arrest activities over the 
last week is summarized below:

On 11/09/09 officers contacted victim in 
regard to a stolen vehicle. After recov-
ery of vehicle by Curry County Sheriff’s 
Office on 11/11/09 and further investi-
gation, Jerry Wayne James (age 39) was 
arrested on 11/24/09 for filing a false 
police report.

On 11/22/09 officers responded to a dis-
turbance and upon further investigation, 
Adam Roy Sullivan (age 29) was ar-
rested on charges of Burglary in the 2nd 
Degree and Criminal Mischief in the 1st 
Degree.

On 11/27/09 officers were dispatched to 
a report of a hit and run. Upon arrival 
suspect eluded police officers by failing 
to obey directions given by police offi-
cers. After contact was made with Levi 
Hawken Anderson (age 19) he was ar-
rested for Attempting to Elude.

As these cases are pending court action 
further any further information must be 
obtained from the Curry County District 
Attorney in accordance with Public Re-
cords Law.

http://wxtide32.com
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Savoy Theatre
811 Hwy 101, Port Orford, OR

Showtimes: . . 541-332-FILM (332-3456)
Office: . . . . . . 541-332-3105

THE MEN WHO 
STARE AT GOATS
Rated R  94 minutes

Stars George Clooney, Ewan McGregor
THURSDAY(DEC. 3)  ......Comedy Show, no movie
FRIDAY(DEC. 4)  ..............................................7 pm
SATURDAY-SUNDAY (DEC. 5-6) ..........4 & 7 pm
MONDAY-WEDNESDAY (DEC 7-9)  ...............7 pm

10, 25, & 50%
Off

Entire Stock
(except Dad’s Coins)

Dad’s Coins, 
Collectables & 

Antiques
1325 Oregon St.

Weird Hours
Watch for flags

332-7676 or 253-6166

Astronomy Club
The South Coast Astronomy Club 
sponsored by the Port Orford Public 
Library will meet on Tuesday, Dec. 8, 
at 6:30pm. at the Port Orford Library in 
the small meeting room inside. Planning 
new activities is the subject of the meet-
ing. All are most welcome to join.

Letter to the Editor,
People, this dark sky ordinance has been 
going on for at least 14 years. Nobody 
wanted it before and I would bet no one 
wants it now except a select few. I read 
that we, business owners, are supposed 
to have set aside money for something 
like this. Apparently the writer doesn’t 
have a business and to say that chang-
ing a few fixtures should be no big deal, 
have you hired an electrician that’s cer-
tified lately? What’s next is the council 
going to tell us what color to paint our 
building or houses, just because a select 
few don’t like the color.

Let me ask you all this, why did you 
move to Port Orford, because you liked 
what you saw, survived a winter, built 
a new home or started a new business? 
If this is why you moved here because 
it’s not California, then why in the world 
are you trying to change the town? This 
isn’t some fancy, high taxed community, 
but it sure seems that a select few want 
what they didn’t like where they came 
from, probably because they couldn’t 
change that either. Leave this place 
alone. Just because you know someone 
on the council or the mayor, doesn’t 

give you or them the right to impose 
their personal agendas on the rest of us.

On a different note, how about the may-
or’s wife going to businesses and try-
ing to get us to come up with $300.00 
a piece for our half of some bike rack 
and then have the TLT funds pay the 
balance, which by the way is another 
$300.00, total cost $600.00 for a bike 
rack that “will attract bicyclists to park 
there bikes here and there. Come on 
people lets get real here. The TLT funds 
were explained in the last issue of the 
Port Orford News and it states to pro-
mote tourism, putting bike racks around 
town doesn’t quite promote tourism. It 
appears someone knows someone else 
that needs some work and Hey I’ll get a 
group of businesses to pay some money 
and then we’ll misappropriate funds and 
call it promoting tourism. That way we 
can make you some money. My store 
has a bike rack that has been there for 
2+years and very rarely is it used for the 
ones passing through as their bikes are 
to long or they have large bags on the 
front and rear of their bikes. They usu-
ally lay them up against the building or 
use a kick stand.

You know people; this town took a hard 
hit by allowing certain councilors to 
change the south end of town to what 
they wanted after all of the business 
refused to come on board with it. They 
even sent a petition to the council, with 
it signed by the owners, to not go for-
ward with it. Now look where we are.

The aforementioned response is my per-
sonal opinion. Transparency, openness 
and honesty are key essentials to being a 
more informed citizen.

Come on People get more informed and 
take a stand against those that want to 
change our town. Like I said what’s 
next?

Milton C Finch Sr,.



Page 4

Sea Breeze 
Florist

World Wide Wire Service
(541) 332-0445 Shop 311 6th St.
888-484-2234 (toll free) Port Orford

Hand-tied Wreaths
We ship!

Art Glass Jewelry
Hand Made Belgian 

Chocolates
Amaryllis

Bandon Beds  
and Furniture

Queen Bed Sets from $299
Queen Pillow Top Sets from $399
Recliners from $249

Coffee Tables & Dressers  
now in stock

Hwy 101, North end of Bandon
(541) 347-7800

Saturday, December 5, 11am-6pm
LAST CHANCE SALE

Up to 40% discounts on stock
Plus place Holiday Sock Orders

The Shoppe @ The Joan
8th & Oregon Street, 541-332-1177

Hot spiced cider for shoppers and one of a kind gifts!

Crab Negotiations Successful
Oregon Dungeness crab fishermen 
and seafood processor representatives 
participating in state-supervised 
crab price negotiations have agreed 
on an opening price for the 2009/10 
Dungeness crab season along the 
Oregon coast which is set to begin on 
December 1st.

The negotiations, which began with 
face-to-face talks in Newport, OR on 
November 18th and involved numerous 
conference calls during the following 
week, came to a successful conclusion 
on Wednesday morning when the 
parties agreed to set the ‘ex-vessel’ 
(to-the -boat) price at $1.75/lb for the 
first three days of the season. The price 
becomes ‘official’ when ODA Director, 
Katy Coba ratifies it, sometime between 
now and Friday.

Five port crab marketing associations 
and five seafood processing companies 
participated in the week-long bargaining 
process which was supervised by 
Oregon Department of Agriculture 
(ODA) staff from the Portland office.

The early settlement guarantees that 
crabbers will take advantage of the 64-

hour ‘pre-soak’ period which begins on 
Saturday at 8 a.m. and allows fishermen 
to take their crab pots to sea in a safe 
and orderly fashion, in advance of 
the December 1st opener. Weather 
permitting, fresh crab should start 
showing up at retail seafood counters 
around the state as early as Thursday of 
that week.

Crabs tested in late October and early 
November by the Oregon Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) and the 
Oregon Dungeness Crab Commission 
(ODCC) exceeded the minimum ‘meat 
fill’ requirements used by the state to 
insure that quality standards are met 

when the annual crab harvest gets 
underway. This season’s ‘crop’ looks 
to be in good shape and ready to fulfill 
the expectations of consumers who have 
incorporated fresh Dungeness crab into 
their holiday meals and celebrations.

The Dungeness crab fishery is the most 
valuable commercial fishery on the 
Oregon Coast, with the most recent 
harvest producing landings of 13.0 
million lbs and an ‘ex-vessel’ value 
$26 million dollars. Early predictions 
suggest another above-average harvest 
is in store for Oregon’s crab industry, 
with consumers nationwide able to 
enjoy what was recently designated the 
official ‘State Crustacean’.

Choo Choo!
The winter trains are up and running at 
the Downtown Fun Zone. Thanks to Da-
vid Sanchez, Aiden and Paul Stephan, 
Levi Thompson, and Brenda Dell for 
helping make this happen!
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Remember	 332-8601
The	Crazy	Norwegians

Thu. 12-03 - Jambalaya
 with cornbread
Fri. 12-04 - BBQ Baby Back Ribs
 Always Popular!
Sat. 12-05 - Roasted Chicken
 Tender & juicy
Sun. 12-06 - Shellfish Scampi

Thursday through Sunday, 11:30a-8p
Closed Monday through Wednesday

Phone & Fax (541) 347-4482 email: hollywoodsmiles@mindspring.com

175 2nd St., Bandon, OR 97411

Art Supplies  Custom and precut frames
Paintings, Prints, Sculpture & Gifts
Calligraphy  Sumi  Stamping
Specialty paper  Books

J. Daniel Castaldi: Proprietor
Susan C. D’Amico: Artist in Residence

Pacific Medical Marijuana Services
“Helping You Heal Mind And Body”

Christmas Special
on Pipes and
Vaporizers
10%-15% Off.
Russ at
(541) 373-0177

519 A 10th St.
Port Orford, OR

Store Hours
1pm-5pm Mon.-Fri.

Wed, Thurs, Friday
Edible Medicine

Cookies, Brownies, etc.

CCEC Approves Budget
The Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative, 
Inc. (CCEC) board of directors ap-
proved a budget for 2010 that includes 
completion of the transmission line up-
grade to Brookings, building a modest 
warehouse and office in Coquille to re-
place the existing 70 year old facilities 
and starting the engineering on rebuild-
ing of the Norway Substation. Freezing 
salaries for all employees in 2010 and 
not replacing employees that retire next 
year were actions taken to control costs 
in addition to the number of cost con-
tainment actions taken in 2009.

“Ten hour days are an example of how 
we’re saving money for the member-
ship,” General Manager/CEO Roger 
Meader said during the discussion. “We 
have completed 12 months of working 
ten hour days and being closed on Fri-
days; and from the data we’ve collected, 
this work schedule saved approximately 

$312,000 last year when compared to 
our operational costs during 2008 and 
2007.” The board by consensus ap-
proved the continuation of the 4 day 10-
hour work week, from 7:00 AM to 5:30 
PM Monday through Thursday with of-
fices being closed on Fridays.

The 2010 budget includes a forecasted 
7.5 percent increase scheduled to go into 
effect on October 1, 2010. This rate in-
crease was earlier predicted to be April 
1, 2010 and due to better economic con-
ditions and cost containment measures, 
the increase was deferred until October 
1, 2010. There is no forecasted rate in-
crease for 2011.

HDR Engineering Consultants present-
ed the Long Range Construction Work 
Plan (LRCWP) and the Four Year Con-
struction Work Plan (CWP). The LRC-
WP focuses on predicting growth for the 
next 20 years throughout CCEC service 
area and planning what new distribution 

facilities will have to be constructed to 
meet that growth. The CWP focuses on 
actual construction plans for the next 
four years. The study indicated that the 
cooperative’s electric system is in very 
good shape; and after the rebuilding of 
the transmission line, CCEC should be 
able to fund all new projects from rev-
enue with no new increased need in bor-
rowing over the next twenty years. “Of 
course if we had huge growth in loads 
that are not included in this forecast, 
the outcome would change,” Meader 
cautioned. The board approved both the 
LRCWP and CWP.

In other action, the board of directors 
took action to dissolve South Coast 
Satellite (SCS). The fully-owned sub-
sidiary of CCEC was started in 1992 to 
sell satellite television to our members 
and has been inactive for approximately 
eight years. There is no financial impact 
to CCEC from this action.

The Annual Meeting date has been 
changed to July 17, 2010 to accommo-
date the new Curry County Fair dates.

Coming to Gold Beach
Dell’ Arte International School of 
Physical Theater will perform “A 
Christmas Carol”, Friday, December 4, 
7:30pm in the Gold Beach High School 
Old Gym. This is a one night only 
performance. The tickets are pay what 
you can. All proceeds will go to benefit 
the GBHS Drama Club.

mailto:hollywoodsmiles%40mindspring.com?subject=Saw%20your%20ad%20in%20Port%20Orford%20Today%21


Page 6
Douglas Trimble 
Tree Service

Home (541) 332-1010
Cell (541) 530-8778

 Lift Truck

 Chipper / Clean-Up

 Storm Damage

 Danger Tree Removals

 Limbing

 Topping

 Falling

Locally Owned
and Operated
Since 1996

Insured
Bonded

Lic. # 119157

ESA Sorority, Alpha Psi Chapter

Annual Christmas Bazaar
Saturday December 5th  9-3pm

Community Building
Santa will be visiting 

From 12–2pm for Pictures
Luncheon provided by Eastern Star

Baked Goods
Homemade Crafts

Raffles

Come and Support Local Organizations

  

  

Tips for Safe Holiday
From Port Orford Volunteer Fire De-
partment and Community Ambulance

1. Drive carefully – it gets dark early, 
roads are wet, and many people are 
distracted.

2. Don’t overload electrical sockets

3. Keep your tree watered so it doesn’t 
dry out and become a fire hazard

4. Make sure there are no bare wires on 
your string of lights.

5. Don’t leave your tree on while away 
from home or while sleeping

6. Don’t put your tree to close to a 
fireplace, woodstove or heater.

7. Take extreme care if you burn can dles 
and never leave them lit if you are not 
home.

Accidents can be prevented. Our job is 
to help if you need us. Call 911 for im-
mediate assistance.

The Port Orford Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment and the Port Orford Community 
Ambulance wish you Safe and Happy 
Holidays!

Common Good
Holidays are particularly hard on 
“Those in Need”. As you know, The 
Common Good, Inc. is seeing an in-
crease in returning and new clients this 
year. For that reason we are looking at 
above normal Holiday

Meal Gift Box requests.  Starting early 
may help us out as some of the items we 
need are on sale now.

The Dinner is centered around turkey or 
whole chicken and this is what we need:

Cranberry Sauce and canned fruit

Canned Corn, Peas or Mixed Vegetables

Stove Top type stuffing mix

Canned Gravy, brown or turkey flavor

Holiday candies & treats - We cannot 
accept home baked goods for distribu-
tion : ( Gift Certificates to Ray’s or Price 
& Pride to buy fresh foods.

Any other basic packaged foods to be 
used in cold & dark January

We have convenient drop off places. 
They are Chetco Federal Credit Union, 
Sterling Bank, all local churches, and 
Port Orford Senior Center. One of our 

volunteers will pick-up your donations 
weekly until Christmas. For more infor-
mation please call The Common Good 
at 332-1365 and leave a message.

We received 4 offers for the use of 
buildings for the passing out of our spe-
cial meal boxes. We would like to Thank 
Wild Wind Café, Joan of Ark, 101 Stor-
age and a local church for offering. The 
Holiday committee selected Wild Wind 
Café this year for its central location and 
parking.

Our $$ Christmas Tree already has 4 or-
naments on it (one for each $100 raised). 
Now we need 11 more to reach our goal 
of $1500.00 for our Holiday Meal Gift 
Boxes. If you wish you donation to go 
to this fund please write “Holiday” on 
the memo line of your check. As always 
your $$ donations are tax deductable. 
Just ask us for a receipt.

The Common Good, Inc. is a totally 
volunteer run, non-profit, equal oppor-
tunity provider with very supportive lo-
cal citizens. When we ask, Port Orford 
has always met the challenge. Thank 
You once again.

Jackie Granados
Pantry Manager
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CHRISTMAS TREES
NOBLE FIR

$1900 to $3900

Stop by and take a look!
Currydale  1 mile south of Bandon 347-4356

Letter to the Editor,
The reason I moved to a small commu-
nity is that, I believed, individual rights, 
including property rights would be held 
in high esteem away from large popu-
lation centers and that unnecessary and 
overreaching ordinances would not be 
necessary.

Who is going to pay for the changes and 
“improvements” on my property?

How is it going to be enforced?

Is some public official, under force of 
law, now to be allowed onto my private 
property to inspect my light bulbs for 
violations of wattage rules?

The concept that light can trespass is lu-
dicrous. What about bounce light from 
the ground or another building? Will it 
be just the direct light, or the glow from 
the light bulb that will trespass? How 
will we measure it? What standards will 
we use? Who will train the enforcement 
personnel?

It is an established fact that well lighted 
areas deter crime. Burglars prefer dark 
and unlighted areas to commit their 
crimes. If I feel the need to protect 
myself, my family and my property by 
using lighting to deter criminals, that 
should be my judgment call, not some-
one chasing after esthetic ideals.

This town is already too dark for safety. 
Many of the side streets are completely 
without street lighting and intersections 
are unlit. It is hard enough to see some 
of the stop signs in the dark, let alone 
pedestrians at night.

I urge the City Council to reject this ord-
nance.

Bob Mielenz

Organic Partnership
There is a new environmental promo-
tion happening at all Ray’s Food Place 
stores. Residents of Port Orford and sur-
rounding areas have a great opportunity 
to eat healthy while contributing to their 
local environment. Through December 
31, 2009 Ray’s Food Place is rewarding 
shoppers who purchase Organic Valley 
dairy products with EcoUnit credits that 
can be redeemed to support local stew-
ardship projects like tree planting and 
river conservation on the Elk River. Par-
ticipants are also eligible to win a year’s 
worth of free Organic Valley products. 
They can sign up & learn more at http://
ov.ecounit.com

Organic Valley is America’s largest co-
operative of organic farmers and is one 
of the nation’s leading organic brands. 
Organized in 1988, it represents 1,398 
farmers in 32 states and one Canadian 
province, and achieved $527.8 million 
in 2008 sales. Focused on its found-
ing mission of saving family farms 
through organic farming, Organic Val-
ley produces a variety of organic foods, 
including organic milk, soy, cheese, 
butter, spreads, creams, eggs, produce 
and juick, which are sold in supermar-
kets, natural food stores and food coop-
eratives nationwide. The same farmers 
who produce for Organic Valley also 
produce a full range of delicious organic 
meat under the Organic Prairie Family 
of Farms label.

Skills To Prosper
 The Southwestern Business Develop-
ment Center is offering a program for 
current business owners/managers that 

focuses on business success through 
learning Skills To Prosper. 

Business owners learn how to increase 
their efficiency and profits, enhance 
their marketing efforts to gain and retain 
customers, improve their record keep-
ing and financial management systems, 
and deal with employee and personnel 
issues.

The Foundations for Success: Skills to 
Prosper Program’s unique format in-
cludes 10 group training sessions featur-
ing business experts, supplemented by 
individual business advising and group 
networking. Business owners have the 
opportunity to share perspectives on 
business development that enhance their 
business savvy and improve their opera-
tions.

The program begins Thursday, January 
21 in Tioga 105 on the Southwestern 
Oregon Community College Coos Cam-
pus in Coos Bay and the Curry Campus 
in Brookings via live IPTV. Group ses-
sions are held twice a month from 6:30 
to 9:00 p.m.

Trainers include local CPA’s and mar-
keting experts. Limited scholarships 
are available. Enrollment is limited and 
those interested should contact the BDC 
at 541-756-6866 or asoto@socc.edu for 
additional information. The program is 
cosponsored with Chetco Federal Credit 
Union.

http://ov.ecounit.com
http://ov.ecounit.com
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Friends’ of Port Orford Library
invite you to their annual

Holiday Bazaar
Saturday, December 5,   9am-3pm

Something for everyone on your holiday shopping list!

Letter to the Editor,
I hope and pray that all of us Port Or-
fordians had a Happy Thanksgiving 
with family and friends, if not in person 
then by telephone and in our hearts.

Getting back to the question of “good 
government” possibly being an oxymo-
ron I’d like to elaborate further on my 
generalizations of the three types who 
seek public office. The “pure of heart” 
is fairly self evident. While he may not 
have a “grand plan” he truly wishes to 
do a good job for the community and is 
open to input and discussion. The “one 
trick pony” has a specific agenda and 
will trade off almost anything to further 
it. The agenda might be killing trees or 
hugging them, or developing his own 
property or that of a friend, or no growth 
or anything for growth etc etc. Now the 
“egotistical opportunist” is a bit more 
complicated. In his own mind (rightly or 
wrongly) he may feel that he has never 
amounted to much. Now, controlling the 
power of a public office he feels like a 
big fish in the pond. Decisions are then 
based more upon acclaim and/or gain 
than good governance. Ego is a power-
ful master.

I realize that have been painting with 
a very broad brush and from time to 
time you may detect more than one of 
these traits in the same individual. No 
matter how hard we try we all have our 
pets and prejudices and they do crop up 
from time to time. Good government ul-

Letter to the Editor,
A big thank you! To my Hero, Officer 
Derwin Boggs,

On Tuesday Nov. 24, 2009 Officer 
Boggs came to my rescue. I was feel-
ing really stupid because I had run out 
of gas. When he drove up and asked if I 
needed any help. I told him I was out of 
gas. He then offered to go find me a gas 
can, which he did and he also purchased 
enough gas to get me to the gas station. 
He even put the Gas into my tank for 
me so that I wouldn’t get it on myself. 
He did all this without making me feel 
less of a person and he made me laugh at 
myself. It’s nice to know that an officer 
of The Port Orford Police is nice enough 
to come to the rescue of a citizen. And 
also has a good sense of humor.

So thank you again Officer Boggs,

Kathleen M Meeker

Nativity to Share?
Do you have a Christmas nativity scene 
you’d like to share with the community? 
St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church 
will again be celebrating “High Tea 
and Nativities” on Saturday afternoon 
December 12, and would love to display 
your special crèche, along with our 
own, for the community to enjoy. If you 
have a crèche you’d be willing to share, 
please call Pat McArdle at 332-0947 or 
Stanley Corklin at 332-0998. Set-up in 
a secure environment will be on Friday 
afternoon December 11 from 1:00 to 
3:00 p.m. When the event is over you 
may pick up your nativity on Saturday 
afternoon between 4:00 and 4:30 p.m. 
or on Sunday morning December 13 
between 11:00 a.m. and noon. If these 
times are inconvenient, we can make 
other arrangements.

Be a part of this special Christmas 
activity that reminds us all of the true 
meaning of the holiday.

School District News
I talked to Kyle Lawrence’s mother 
and have a very encouraging update to 
share. Kyle was the boy that was struck 
by a car on Hwy 101 in front of the high 
school. He was in a coma and in critical 
condition for several weeks.

Kyle is home, and attending school half 
days at Bandon High School. Recovery 
is slow but steady, and Kyle’s goal is to 
graduate with his class this Spring. Mrs. 
Lawrence asked me to send along her 
most sincere gratitude for the support 
from our community, and the strength 
of the family’s faith that this helped sus-
tain.

The District is in great need of Site 
Council members to help guide us as we 
take actions to meet Board goals. Please 
consider giving one Monday afternoon 
a month to have a direct role in the Dis-
trict’s future.

Mick Lane, Superintendent
Port Orford/Langlois 2CJ

timately depends on us and on how well 
we vote in each election.

Please come to some council meetings 
and let me know who you think fits 
where.

Respectfully

Jim Hajek
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Everyday!Bandon Supply PRICED RIGHT

Your Complete Home Center
1120 Fillmore – Entrance at 11th & Elmira  347-2662  fax 347-1602

8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Mon. - Fri. # 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sat.

Farmers		Ranchers		Pet	Owners
See Us For Your Fencing Needs

Bekaert Low CarBon CLass 1 FieLd FenCe

39” 12½Ga 330’ $180.86
47” 12½Ga 330’ $207.19

Non-climb Horse Fence
48” 12½Ga 100’ $166.25
60” 12½Ga 100’ $202.40

6’ #133 T-Post $6.59 ea
7’ #133 T-Post $7.64 ea
8’ #133 T-Post $8.71 ea

Paradise Construction
Martin Batch

Build it, Remodel it, or Fix it.
All areas of construction.

Big or small. Call for estimate.
Also, Professional House 

Painting.
CCB # 186233

Cell: (208) 946-0345
Home: (541) 332-1697

Holiday Lighting Competition
Port Orford, it’s time to string up your 
lights for the annual Holiday Lighting 
Competition! This competition is spon-
sored by both the Port Orford and the 
Gold Beach Chambers. Every year, rep-
resentatives from each Chamber judge 
the overall lighting of each town and 

Mile-By-Mile Guide
The Port Orford/North Curry County 
Chamber of Commerce is putting to-
gether a full page ad in the yearly Or-
egon Coast Magazines Mile-By-Mile 

 
Train Whistle Fundraiser

The Downtown Fun Zone is raising 
money for the Common Good and the 
Port Orford Christian Center Children’s 
Free Christmas Bazaar. You can donate 
loose change and put in the railroad 
crossing bank next to the Christmas 
train layout. When you insert a coin in 
the bank the train whistle and lights go 
off just as if a real train was hurdling 
down the tracks approaching a rail 
crossing. All change used to set off the 
train whistle will be split between the 
Common Good and the Free Christmas 
Bazaar.

2 Plead Guilty in Bird Case
On August 13, 2009 the Curry County 
Grand jury met and returned indict-
ments against three men for a variety 
of charges related to theft of a peregrine 
falcon in Port Orford. Two of those men 
indicted have since pled guilty to two of 
the five charges and will be sentenced in 
Curry County Circuit Court on Friday, 
December 11, at 9:00am.

Bert J. Loessberg has pled guilty to 
Theft 1 in the first degree: a class “C” 
felony, charging the defendant with 
unlawfully and knowingly committing 
theft of a peregrine falcon on or about 
May 20, 2009. Loessberg also pled 
guilty to the charge of removal of wild-
life in violation of a permit; a class “A” 
misdemeanor.

Wayne A. Skankey pled guilty to the 
charge of Theft 1 as a misdemeanor and 
to a count of criminal trespass. This oc-
curred at the premises located at 725 
King Street in Port Orford.

The third defendant in this case, Clinton 
Paul Rand, has pled not guilty and has 
requested a jury trial. It will be held in 
April of next year.

Guide to provide better exposure for 
Port Orford businesses. This driving 
guide has a circulation of over 340,000 
including Oregon Coast Magazine Sub-
scribers, Travel, Sportsmen, and RV 
Shows in the Northwest and Califor-
nia, and available FREE at: Visitor’s 
Centers, State Welcome Centers, AAA 
Travel Advisors, Chambers of Com-
merce, Hotels, Attractions, Car Rental 
Agencies and more!

Because there are three ad sizes avail-
able and demand is high this year, the 
final product will be determined on a 
first-come-first-serve basis. When we 
run out of room, no more ads will be 
taken!

To order your space and find out more 
information, go online to http://www.
portorfordchamber.com/mbm, email 
chamber@portorfordchamber.com, or 
call and leave a message at 332.8055. 
The final deadline for ordering is Janu-
ary 5, 2010. Pricing for ad space and 
sample sizes are also available online.

award the coveted plaque to the winner. 
Show pride in Port Orford and bring the 
plaque here to stay in 2010!

A competition among Port Orford resi-
dents is also taking place. The top two 
Residential and Commercial buildings 
are awarded prizes: First place of each 
gets a gift certificate to Jerry’s Rogue 
Jets in Gold Beach and second place is 
treated to lunch at Paradise or dinner at 
Port and Starboard. Winners will be an-
nounced at the Annual Chamber Award 
Ceremony on January 22, 2010.

Judges from both Chambers will be 
out on December 16th, so don’t delay! 
String up your lights and make our town 
sparkle!

http://www.portorfordchamber.com/mbm
http://www.portorfordchamber.com/mbm
mailto:chamber@portorfordchamber.com
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C u
r r y d a l e

Buy locally - help support the community
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Blue Sky Tree Service
CCB # 152469

Close Quarter Specialist
Storm Damage 
Clean-Up
Fruit Trees
60’ Boom 
Truck
12” Chipper
Stump Grinding

All Consultations Free!

Call 347-74001 Mile South of Bandon
(541) 347-4356

McNair True Value Hardware
Help is just around the corner

1935 N. Oregon St., Port Orford
(541) 332-3371

Kountry Buffet
$7.95     50#

Great deal on grain for 
your horses, cattle, 

sheep and goats

reg. 11.99
66-Qt. Holiday Storage Box
• See-through base for easy 

identification
• Secure evergreen lid with red 

latches
While supplies last. Contents not included

C u
r r y d a l e

$599

Events Calendar
The Pacific High School winter band 
and choir concert is on Wednesday, De-
cember 2 at 7:00pm and will be held at 
Pacific High School in the gym. The 
Driftwood School grades K-8 winter 
concert is on Wednesday, December 9, 
at Pacific High School in the gym.

The Port Orford City Council meets on 
Thursday, December 3, 3:30pm, in the 
city hall council chambers. They have 
invited Curry Health District Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer (CEO) Bill McMillan to 
speak to the council and public and an-
swer questions about the health district 
and their plans to build a new multi-mil-
lion dollar clinic in Brookings.

The Savoy Theater presents their live 
monthly comedy show on Thursday, 
December 3, 7:00pm. This month fea-
tures Gabe Rutledge and Vilmos up on 
stage at the Savoy. Tickets are $12.50 
in advance at the Fun Zone or the Sa-
voy Theater or $15 at the door. Beer 
and wine are served and you must be 21 
years of age or older to attend this show.

The ESA Sorority sponsored Port Or-
ford Christmas Bazaar takes place this 
Saturday, December 5, from 9:00am 

Letter to the Editor,
Another belated thank you,

I wanted to be sure to get everyone 
thanked for the many donations we re-
ceived at the Port Orford Library this 
year, and I almost missed this one: 
Thank you Russ of Pacific Medical 
Marijuana Services for the $500 con-
tribution toward fixing the three broken 
windows.

Other folks chipped in too, so very 
quickly the windows were fixed and 
the bad taste of vandalism was replaced 
with the sweet taste of kindness.

It’s been another year of people giv-
ing the library money, books, videos, 
DVDs, music CDs, puzzles, white el-
ephants, artwork, special talents and--
most of all--time. We are grateful to you 
all.

Sincerely,
Tobe Porter, Director

to 3:00pm at the Community Building 
and American Legion Hall and features 
many local crafters and artists sell-
ing their wares. Santa Claus will make 
a visit in the afternoon from noon to 
2:00pm. There will be hot food avail-
able prepared in the American Legion 
Hall kitchen.

The Sixes Grange Christmas Bazaar 
takes place on Saturday, December 5, 
from 9:00am to 3:00pm at the Grange 
Hall.

The Port Orford Library holds their 
Friends of the Library Bazaar at the li-
brary on Saturday, December 5, from 
9:00am to 3:00pm.

Two other holiday bazaars take place 
in Port Orford on December 5 includ-
ing the Bizarre Bazaar at the triAngle 
Square Galley and the Holiday Gift 
Market at the Powder House at the cor-
ner of Ninth and Washington. Both run 
from 9:00am to 5:00pm and featured 
lots of locally and hand made items 
from clothing, jewelry, paintings and 
prints. Please buy locally and help sup-
port our community.

The first meeting of the Redfish Rocks 
Community Team will be held on Mon-

day, December 7, from 6:00-8:00pm 
in the Port Orford City Hall council 
chambers. The meeting is open to the 
public. Please come and meet the team 
and learn about what is happening at our 
Marine Research Reserve.
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Continued on Page 13

Bandon Family Dental Care
Dental care that fits your life!

Fillings   Root Canals   Extractions
Ortho   Implants   Dentures

Sedation available
New patients and Emergencies Welcome!
Dr. Richard Dowling ....... 347 -4461

The Cat’s Meow
Vacation Cottage

Quaint, comfortable, affordable
503 Jackson St.  (866) 503-5003 

80’ to beach access
All reservations made in advance.

Local Fish For Sale at the
Ocean Resource Team
Available M-Th, 8-noon

Come by the office or call Julie at  
332-0627 for more information.

CLASSIFIED ADS
CLASSIFIED ADS are $3.50 for the first 
25 words or less, and 10¢ each for any ad-
ditional words. Normal deadline for sub-
mission is 3:00pm Tuesday. Downtown 
Fun Zone, Inc., 832 Hwy 101, Box 49, 
Port Orford, OR 97465 (541) 332-6565.

REAL ESTATE / RENTALS
FOR RENT: Multiple 2 Bed 1 Bath units. 
$625-650/ Month. Please call Bandon-
Rentals Property Management, LLC for 
information. 347-1876. 

SEASIDE STORAGE now has new 
units available. Call 332-0835 or 541-
643-5955. 

FOR RENT: Two studio units, one ocean 
view, pet friendly, washer dryer hkups. 
Tenant pay utilities + Sec. Dep.  Other 
new carpet/paint, no pets water included 
tenant pays portion of electricity. both 
$375.00. 3bed 2bath Mobile Home: 
in town, like brand new, washer/dryer 
included, exceptionally clean.  No pets 
$725.00 + Sec. Dep. Tenant pays utili-
ties. Vacation Rentals Available for Your 
Holiday Party.  We can accomodate up to 
20 people. Call Robin @ 541-253-6107  
Port Orford Property Management. 

FOR SALE NEEDS NEW BLOOD 
Antique & espresso shop business only 
inventory equipment etc. Excellent lease 
options. Also for rent Campbell building 
$500.00 month. (541) 332-2046. 

INCOME PROPERTY FOR SALE by 
Owner. In Curry County. 2 miles from 
ocean, rivers and city. $160,000. 2 acres, 
large capacity well, 3 mobiles, 3 sewer 
hookups, 3 power meters, 3 separate 
driveways, one with 3 car garage. Call 
Lynn @ (541) 290-9304. 

FOR RENT Large Hwy. 101 frontage 
space at Seaside Plaza. Includes utilities 
and parking. $700.00 per month plus 
deposits. Call 332-0835 or 541-643-5955. 

AVAILABLE JANUARY 1ST 2010. 3 
bedroom, 1 bath, attached garage. No pets, 
no smoking, $625.00 month 1st, $300.00 
security deposit. (541) 659-3518. 

3 BEDROOM HOUSE FOR RENT. 
$850 per month. Call (541) 290-2510. 

2 RENTALS – first house: 2 bedroom 
1½ bathroom $825 a month. 2nd house: 
1 bedroom 1 bath $625 a month. Call 
(541) 290-9857. 

SERVICES
BEST INTERNET FOR LESS!! Brisk-
web, Inc. Service Available Nationwide. 
Unlimited local 56K dialup, friendly tech 
support & more. $16.00/monthly. www.
briskweb.net (541) 332-1337. 

KEY’Z LOCKSMITH SERVICE – 
keys, installations, repairs, locks opened. 
Auto, home, business. Bonded 332-7404. 

BUILDING - New construction or re-
modeling, residential or commercial, or 
just needing repairs, Call Daniel Wilson 
Construction. 25 years on the southern 
Oregon coast. Also lot clearing, gravel 
fill dirt, plan drawing custom design. 
332-5321. Lic # 61322. 

COOS-CURRY COMPUTER Services 
by James Garratt. Computer & Network 
Consulting, Repair, & Setup. Data recov-
ery. Patient Teacher. Websites. Stereo/
TV setup. Professional Knowledgeable 
Services. 332-1337 / 290-3131 www.
cccomputerservices.com. 

IS YOUR LAND LEAVING YOU? 
Affordable erosion control. Pete Snyder 
Construction CCB# 138682 347-3000. 

WE ARE THE STORMBUSTERS, 
Roofs & More. Repairing damaged 
properties since 1981, we do it all. Kevin 
Paulson Construction, CCB# 35473. 
(541) 260-0350. 

THIS SEASON – Give the gift of monthly 
yard maintenance from By The Yard, 
Inc. Call 332-1503 and ask Jeff about 
our gift certificates. The staff at By The 
Yard wishes everyone a safe and joyful 
holiday season. 

GARAGE SALE
HUGE CHRISTMAS RUMMAGE 
Sale. Many inexpensive gifts. Zion 
Lutheran Church, 20th and Washington, 
Friday December 4, 9-Noon, Saturday 
December 5, 9-3pm. 

HUGE CHRISTMAS RUMMAGE sale 
– many inexpensive gifts. Zion Lutheran 
Church, 20th & Washington. Fri., Dec. 4th 
9-Noon; Sat, Dec. 5th 9-3pm. 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR. Handcrafted 
glass and mosaic Gifts. December 5, 9 
AM to 3 PM. Hwy 101 Gallery, corner of 
Eighth St, across from the Movie Theatre. 

THE BARGAIN BASEMENT at the 
Senior Center will be open Saturday, 
December 5 9am to 1pm. Lot of previ-
ously loved items to choose from. 16th 
and Jackson St. 

NEW CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS, 
lights, tree stands, garland, too much to 
list. Good prices. Beads and gift items. 
Sixes Grange Market Place. 11am to 4pm. 
7 days a week. Grange Christmas Bazaar 
this Saturday. 

MOVING SALE SAT. 12/5 9-4PM, Sun. 
12/6 10-2pm. 647 11th St. Desk, computer, 
dng. table, bookcase, glasstop tables.. 
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THE WOODEN NICKEL
Myrtlewood factory and gift shop. Unique 
wooden products plus souvenirs, T-shirts, 
jams, salt water taffy. FREE factory tours.

www.oregonmyrtlewood.com
1205 Oregon St. (541) 332-5201

The Powder House
Vacation Rental

343 9th St.  541-332-5039
Great in-town location

Bright & cheerful - 3 blocks to beach
Specialize in Hiking Information

Pampered Pooches
Monday thru Thursday

9:00am – 3:00pm
332-0520 For Appointment

Fine Chocolate & 
Espresso LLC.

Drive-thru & Coffee House
(541) 366-1051 # Port Orford, OR
By Driftwood School on Hwy 101

Open Thanksgiving 7:00am-1:00pm

Classified Ads
Continued from Page 12

BANDON LIBRARY Holiday Book 
Sale will be held on Saturday Dec. 5th 
10am to 4pm in the library Sprague Room. 
Also Christmas items. 

VAGABOND HOUSE, 834 Deady St. 
Lots of great items for early Christmas 
shopping Sat. and Sun. 9-? Collectables 
and antiques. 

MISCELLANEOUS
MINI STORAGE/U-HAUL. 200+ 
storage units, 150+ climate controlled. 
Airport-U-Stor, across from Ocean Spray 
347-4356. 

NEW VIDEOS: “Terminator Salvation”, 
“Night at the Museum 2”, “Frat Party”, 
“Paper Heart”, “A Christmas Tale”. Please 
remember all items are due back by 
3:30pm the next business day. Reserva-
tions must be prepaid so cannot be taken 
over the phone. Downtown Fun Zone, Inc. 
Open 9:30-5:30 Mon-Thurs and 9:30-6:30 
Friday and Saturday. Closed Sundays. 

CD / DVD / GAME WON’T PLAY? 
Don’t throw it out! Fix it! Downtown 
Fun Zone, Inc. now offers disc cleaning/
repair services. (single sided) $3.00 for 
basic cleaning, $5.00 for deep scratches. 
See store for details. 

OLD PHOTO RESTORATION, pho-
tographic services, individual tutoring; 
photography and PhotoShop. Call 541-
332-0353 for appointment. 

DRIVEWAY AND LANDSCAPE rock, 
bark, and sand. Small truck loads. Bob 
253-6240. 

ADULT DVDS/MAGS – New shipment. 
49045 Hwy 101, 3 miles south of Bandon. 
Wed-Sat 12-5. 

GIVE US YOUR CHRISTMAS LIST! 
Fresh noble fir wreathes – we hand tie 
and custom make every wreath. A great 
thank-you or hostess gift as well. We ship 
or deliver. Sea Breeze Florist. 332-0445. 

STAINED GLASS FOR CHRISTMAS. 
Now taking orders for Custom panels. 
Your personal design. Unique gift. Studio 
is across from the Movie Theatre. 541-
332-4304. 

AMERICAN LEGION, POST 76 is 
sponsoring a drawing on December 15th 
of a like new, 2001 Olympus 5.0 Mega-
pixel Digital Camera and accessories. 
Tickets are $5.00 each or 6 for $25.00. 
Tickets can be purchased at any of these 
fine Port Orford businesses, or call 332-
6490. (They also have pictures of camera 
and accessories). Port & Starboard, True 
Value, Senior Center, Paradise Cafe, 
Chetco Bank, and Fun Zone. Thanks for 
your support. 

LIVING WITH A PAINFUL chronic 
condition? Forming free support group 
of peers; share feelings, encouragement, 
make positive changes. Call Julia 332-
1200. Peer group; not professional. 

LALA BELLE’S OF LANGLOIS in-
vites you to shop local in our charming 
community. Fun, locally produced gifts 
and vintage items will make you smile. 
Gift certificates. 348-2516. 

PACIFIC MEDICAL is now accepting 
special orders on baked goods for OMMP 
patients only. Call “The Baker” at (541) 
290-3680 or stop by the store. 

CAKE DECORATING CLASS. Fri. 
Dec. 11th. 10am to 3pm $10 per person 
or $15 if I provide cake. Class size lim-
ited 6-8 people. Preregistration required 
by Wed. Dec. 9th. For more information 
call 332-8000. 

NEW DINING SET, 4 chairs, cherry 
finish, glass on wood top, new shimano 
& graphite rod, cast iron bean pot, clay 
crocks, 3XL professional rainsuit, John-
son 40 horse electric start outboard, row 
boat, 19’ crabber w 80 Merc. 332-0565. 

WANTED: GUNS, WELDING equip-
ment. 332-0565. 

HONDA 1800W GENERATOR 
$395.00. Makita 12 inch miter saw 
$100.00. 332-1204. 

LOCAL Gift Gallery is open! Come in 
and see all the wonderful handmade items 
we have. Support your community and 
buy locally. Thank you! 236 Hwy 101 
next to Paula’s. 

WANT TO ADOPT: Large mature male 
dog. Particularly interested in Newfie or 
other mellow dogs. 332-0383. 

Sunset Garden Club
The Sunset Garden Club will hold its 
monthly meeting at the Port Orford Se-
nior Center on Friday, December 4 at 
noon. It will be a potluck luncheon with 
a bulb and plant exchange. Everyone is 
asked to bring canned food for the Com-
mon Good. After the meeting we will be 
creating wreaths to decorate the kitchen 
of the Hughes House for Christmas. 
Please bring pine cones and dried seed-
heads as well as hot glue guns.

http://www.oregonmyrtlewood.com
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December Blood Drive
The Red Cross has scheduled a blood 
drive Dec. 9 1:00-6:00pm at St. John’s 
Catholic Church, 1476 Hwy 101, Port 
Orford. Please call 1-800-448-3543 to 
schedule an appointment.

Curry Youth Conference
Students crowded through the gym door 
way of Pacific High school, restless and 
energetic, then lined up patiently for 
their turn to grab Curry Youth Summit 
packets and T-shirts.  On October 29, 
Pacific High school administration and 
staff graciously opened their doors to 
almost 300 students from around the 
area, for the annual youth summit. 
The entire Pacific High School student 
body was invited, as well as selected 
high school students from Brookings, 
Gold Beach, Bandon, Myrtle Point, and 
Harding Learning Center. For the entire 
day, students traded regular classes to 
attend sessions on current teen issues.

The Southern Oregon Coast Youth 
Leaders, or SOCYL, spent months 
preparing for this day. Those young 
leaders are Tim Wagner, Kaylee Ells, 
Katie Foster, Jasmyn Wenner, and 
Leah Purkenson from Pacific High 
School; Jessica Gardner, Sarah Miller, 
Megan Ziemer, Meridith Horel, and 
Eli Bruce from Brookings Harbor High 
School ; Anna Walling, Haley Timeus, 
McKenzie Litterell, Tristan Morgan, 
and Austin Adams from Gold Beach 
High School. With the support of their 
high school advisors, Sidonie Rhodes, 
Kristi Kleespies, Jennifer Miller, and 
Earylene Pendergrass, SOCYL students 
chose presenters for break out sessions, 
secured an internationally recognized 
motivational speaker, and designed the 
theme for the event. Each student and 
adult at the event pulled on or toted a 
black t-shirt with the logo “Transform 
the Norm” printed in bold yellow letters 
framing the Bumblebee Camero and 
Transformer.

The youth developed this theme with 
a double purpose: one, to encourage 
youth to defy the “norm” of believ-believ-
ing that “everyone is doing it”; two, 
to change public and peer perceptions 
about drug and alcohol abuse in their 
community. The SOCYL students feel 
that what many children and adults see 

as the norm, “teen drug and alcohol 
abuse” is, in fact, not what the majority 
of students are doing. Most students 
do not use drugs and alcohol and the 
SOCYL kids want to spread the word 
and set the example.

The keynote speaker, Cara Filler, has 
spoken all over the country as well as 
in international locations. She shared 
her story with a rapt audience, and 
encouraged students to put their safety 
and their future first by making good 
choices now to ensure their future. (ca-ca-
rafiller.com)

In addition to Cara Filler’s session, 
there were nine breakout sessions 
occurring all over Pacific High School. 
Riley Creek students brought their On 
Applebee Pond puppets to demonstrate 
a creative way to present information 
to younger students.  This project, 
funded by the Curry County Drug Free 
Communities Coalition and directed 
by Perry Kishaba, encourages primary 
grade students to make positive life 
choices. Juvenile Prevention Specialist 
Wendy Lang and CASA director Mona 
Chandler hosted a drug awareness 
game show. Students from Brookings 
Harbor High School shared their 
experience with Positive Behavior 
Support. Other presenters included 
Gold Beach Assistant Volleyball 
coach Megan Higgins discussing 
sportsmanship, former SOCYL 
member Samantha McSharry talking 
about success beyond high school, and 
Curry County Prevention Coordinator 
Bronwyn Greathead discussing healthy 
relationships with the young women 
who attended. Mathew Neilson, a librar-. Mathew Neilson, a librar-Mathew Neilson, a librar-
ian from North Bend Public Library, led 
a session on safety and privacy on so-
cial networking sites entitled “Keeping 
in Touch, Not in Trouble”. John Wood-
land, from the South Coast Educational 
Services District, organized participants 
into teams for non competitive games. 
The Gold Beach High School Leader-
ship session also offered games, this 

one testing participants communica-
tion skills. Courtney Lake and Rebekah 
Wagner, members of the Pacific High 
School National Honor Society, encour-
aged students in their session to ques-
tion the messages advertisements are 
really sending.

Another group of Pacific High School 
students, Peter Swenson, Scott Mecum, 
Janet Copeland, Shane O’Brien, Wade 
Johnson, and Josh Brady staged a skit 
at the end of the summit. The skit simu-
lated a boxing match between “Bum-
blebee”, a Transformers character, and 
drug and alcohol characters created by 
the students: the Berserking Beer Bottle, 
the Cough and Hack Cigarette Pack, and 
Rotten Mouth Ralph. The Transformer, 
played by Janet Copeland, was the un-
disputed winner.

Local businesses, including the Rogue 
River Mailboat Hydro-Jet Trips, the 
Brookings Fred Meyer store, Jerry’s 
Rogue Jets, and all four south coast 
Ray’ Food Place markets (Brookings, 
Gold Beach, Port Orford and Bandon) 
donated prizes and gift certificates for 
the students.

The Commission on Children and Fami-
lies, which funds the SOCYL program 
through the Curry County Drug Free 
Communities Coalition, was incredibly 
proud to sponsor the SOCYL youth and 
their visions for the summit. This year’s 
Youth Summit was an excellent example 
of what students are able to achieve 
when given strong adult support and the 
freedom to create. The attitude and par-The attitude and par-
ticipation of the SOCYL students and 
all the youth went a long way toward 
“Transforming the Norm” to represent 
possibilities rather than problems.


